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THEATER SAVED

Emily Peterson
Contributing Writer
Worn leather boots, hip retro
bags and cozy Christmas sweaters are all things Grove City
College students are seen wearing around campus this time of
year.
Yet some things do not seem
like items one would purchase at
the Grove City Premium Outlets or the mall. When asked
where they get these treasures,
students often give the same answer: thrift stores.
“I really enjoy thrift shopping
because it is a cheap alternative
to retail shopping,” sophomore
Ashley White Brothers said.
Brothers wears a pair of blue
embroidered flats purchased at
Grove City’s Salvation Army.
Brothers and her roommate,
sophomore Mary Waldy, are
experienced thrifters, able to
saunter into any thrift shop and
come out with hidden treasures.
“Treasures and a sea of denim
apparel,” Brothers said.
Thrift stores are popular
haunts for college students due
to their affordable prices and
rare and unique items.
“I like thrift shopping because
you go and you never know what
you’re going to find,”Waldy said.
“There’s an element of mystery
and surprise, and then joy when
you find something that is so
great for a tenth of the price at a
regular store.”
Junior Laura Foley appreciates
leather goods that many thrift
stores offer.
“I think thrift stores are a really good way to buy durable
things like leather,” Foley said.
“Leather ages really well, so if
you buy a leather jacket, you’re
paying a fraction of the cost for
an item that would have cost
perhaps several hundred dollars
at retail.”
But there is more than cheap
clothes to be found at places like
The Salvation Army and Thrifty
Threads.
“I also enjoy it because there is
so much history in every object
or clothing item,” Brothers said.
“It is cool to be using or wearing something that someone
once lived with. Everything has
a story. And for very cheap, you
get to continue that story.”
Junior Jack Krimmel notes another advantage to thrift stores.
“By shopping at Salvo and
Thrifty Threads, you’re giving
money to a good place,” he said.
Thrifty Threads is affiliated
with the Grove City Community Food Pantry, an organization
which provides food to needy
families in the Grove City area.
Proceeds from the thrift store go
to subsidize operational costs of
the Food Pantry.
With the great bargain prices,
interesting selection and worthy
cause, shopping at thrift shops
proves to be a good idea for
those looking to get bang for
their buck.
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Due in large part to a $30,000 promise from the College, the Guthrie will be able to keep its doors open.

Donations project Guthrie into the future

Josh Evans
News Editor

Moviegoers can now rest easy,
as Grove City’s iconic Guthrie
Theatre has recently secured the
funds needed to purchase a digital projector that will allow it to
stay open, due in part to a deal
with Grove City College.
The College provided the additional $30,000 over two years
needed to purchase a Sony 4k
digital projector, which was successfully installed just in time
for the premier of “The Hunger
Games: Catching Fire.” In exchange, the Guthrie will show
an advertisement for the College
before every film, provide tickets
for the College to distribute and
make the theater available for
student-made films and meet-

ings.
The Guthrie has been in the
process of raising the money
to replace its outdated 35 mm
projector in order to continue
showing first-run films. Movie
studios have been steadily decreasing production of the 35
mm prints of movies that the
Guthrie was capable of showing.
Within the next year, the film
industry is expected to abandon
35 mm films altogether in favor
of digital ones.
The Guthrie was able to modernize its equipment with the
money from the College, as well
as an additional $30,000 raised
by the Seatbacks for Greenbacks
campaign, which gave donors
naming rights on individual seats
in the theater, as well as other
donations. The new Sony 4k
digital video projected installed

as a result is the first of its kind in
the state of Pennsylvania.
The donations will help preserve a business that is central
both to the campus and the local
community.
“The theater is an anchor in
downtown Grove City and an
important community resource,”
Mary DelBuono, director of
marketing and communications
for the College, said in a press
release. “It also provides our students with an entertainment that
many college towns lack and,
now, a way to satisfy some of our
marketing needs.”
While the Guthrie has been
able to purchase the needed projector, Eric Thomas, the owner
of the Guthrie, plans to continue fundraising efforts in order
to make further improvements
upon the theater.

“It’s a big building built in
1937,” Thomas said. “There’s always something to be done at
the Guthrie.”
Thomas will continue the
Seatbacks for Greenbacks campaign, but is also partnering with
Wendell August Forge, a local
metal crafting shop, for another
fundraising effort. Wendell August Forge will be producing
Christmas ornaments featuring
the image of the Guthrie Theatre for $20, and half of the proceeds will go to fund the projector and other improvements.
Thanks to the marketing
agreement by the College and
the generosity of the community, Grove City movie fans can
rest easy knowing the “Queen of
Broad Street” will be showing
the latest films for years to come.

‘Hunger Games’ catches the details
Emily Peterson
Contributing Writer

in the districts.
The first quality of the film
that “Hunger Games” fans will
appreciate is how closely it follows the storyline of the book.
Many of the small but interesting details from the novel
were included in the film. For
example, the scene with Finnick and the sugar cube and the
vomit-inducing drink served at
the Capital banquets model the
book’s depictions. Fans of the
book will appreciate the director’s attention to detail.
Sometimes, when authors or
screenwriters introduce new
characters to the story, it feels
excessive, as if more characters
are created for the sake of more
star power. But in these “Games,”
the new characters and actors
provide excitement to the plot
and meld with the existing characters to move the story along.

Particularly striking are Sam
Claflin as Finnick Odair and
Jena Malone as Johanna Mason.
These memorable characters
from the novel are portrayed
truthfully and dynamically —
Finnick with his smiles and
charm, and Johanna with her
passionate defiance.
One element that was lacking
in the film was Josh Hutcherson’s
portrayal of Peeta Mellark, the
boy in love with Katniss and one
of the protagonists of the series.
In the book, Peeta is described
as being good with the people
of the Capital. He is comfortable
in front of the crowds, smiles
for the cameras, and is loved
by many for his sweetness and
charm.
Hutcherson’s
performance
lacked the comfort and ease that

Katniss Everdeen is back in the
Hunger Games sequel.

When the highly anticipated
second installment of the “Hunger Games” trilogy hit theaters
on Nov. 22, fans may have been
feeling a little apprehensive. It is
common for film adaptations of
books to fall short of audience
expectations, but this two and a
half hour long film did not disappoint.
The story picks up where the
first movie left off. Katniss Everdeen and Peeta Mellark have
returned from the 74th Hunger
Games as victors, and they begin
their tour of the 12 districts of
Panem.
They soon find that President
Snow (Donald Sutherland) has
made them both targets and
that their victory in the Hunger
Games has inspired an uprising
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Student Light-Up Night heralds Christmas season
thinkers
face off

Claire E. Healey
Editor-in-Chief

It is no secret that intellectual debates abound on campus. From predestination to free
market economics, students can
be found in the Breen Student
Union, in Ketler Recreation and
other various campus locations
discussing all kinds of deep issues.
The new Student Discourse
Series provides an outlet for
students who wish to vocalize
intellectual issues important to
them. Junior Mark Mariani, a
resident assistant in Isaac Ketler
Hall, conceived the idea for the
series after he felt the need for a
formal outlet for discussion.
“I wanted to provide a microphone for thoughtful students,”
Mariani said. “The goal is to
inspire thinkers on campus to
challenge themselves and come
to further realizations of truth.”
Since Residence Life encourages its resident assistants to develop programs that will meet
the needs of other students,
Mariani felt that his program
would serve intellectual needs.
Mariani brainstormed ideas
with other students to decide
which topics should be addressed throughout the series.
He chose the speakers according
to those he felt were most qualified to address each topic, as well
as a few others who he considers to be brilliant and who he
believed deserved an outlet for
their ideas.
The first two iscourses were
lectures given by junior Blake
Denlinger, Mariani and seniors
Liam Krut and Jake Einwechter.
The topics they discussed were
the necessity for Christians to
direct intellectualism, practical
barriers students face in learning, creativity and bias in reason.
“I have had multiple conversations in which students have
shared mini-intellectual enlightenments from these lectures,”
Mariani said. “That was the ultimate goal of the series.”
All lectures were held in Sticht
Lecture Hall, except for the
most recent discourse, a debate
between junior David Logan
and sophomore Luke Welborn,
which took place in the Technological Learning Center. Logan
and Welborn discussed the idea
of sola scriptura, with Logan defending the idea and Welborn
arguing against it.
Residence Life sponsored the
posters around campus to advertise the lectures for the series.
Each poster depicted the speakers posing in the office of Dr.
Richard Jewell ’67.
About 25-50 students have attended each lecture, according
to Mariani’s estimates.
Mariani plans on continuing
the series next semester with a
different panel of students and
other assorted topics.
“I wanted brilliant people to
share their brilliant thoughts to
encourage other brilliant people
to challenge themselves,” Mariani said. “That definitely happened.”
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The yearly tradition of Light-Up Night took place Tues., Dec. 3 at 6 p.m. Students gathered around Rockwell Hall to the rowdy tunes of the
marching band and enjoyed hot chocolate, cookies and donuts. The crowd joined in singing Christmas carols wtih the New Grace Singers.
Dr. Richard Jewell ‘67 and sophomore Chris Koster spoke about the Christmas tradition and Dr. Stanley Keehlwetter read from Scripture.

‘Rigorous academics’ no joke

Timothy Lagoy
Contributing Writer

Grove City College students
rejoice at the recognition of
their academic struggles.
Collegeprowler.org recently
rated Grove City College 1,392
out of 1,394 on the list of colleges with the most manageable
workload. Grove City prides
itself on its rigorous academics, and College Prowler’s rating
confirms the intensity.
Collegeprowler.org is run by
Niche, Inc. which collects information from people who
register for the site. Upon registration, current students and
alumni are asked to complete a
survey which ranks different elements of their colleges, including academics, athletics, student
life and campus environment on
an ABCDF scale.
These results are then compared to other schools and
ranked on different lists, including lists such as “Most Manage-

knowledge that this school is an
excellent preparatory environment.
Sophomore transfer student
Heather Palmer attests to the
College’s standards, while also
positively crediting the College
for its goal.
“Grove City College’s reputation for high academic standards
and an intense workload made it
the obvious choice,” Palmer said.
“The professors here expect students to achieve more than the
average, and Grovers do it. I’m
extremely proud to belong to a
community in which everyone
strives to be better together.”
Palmer transferred from Roberts Wesleyan College, ranked
844th on College Prowler’s list.
Sophomore John Kerr, who
also transferred to the College,
was similarly drawn by the College’s commitment to hard work.
“Their expectations from professors are a lot higher. There’s
more work inside and outside
the classroom and the material

able Workload.”
Although low on the list, the
rating may not be as troublesome
as it first appears. The workload
manageability is rated 7.58 on a
scale of one to 10, with 10 being the most manageable. This
score is only 2.5 scale degrees
under Liberty University, which
scores first and has a rating of 10
points out of 10. While the College may be ranked at the bottom, the range of difficulty is not
nearly as dramatic.
Grove City College’s website states, “Our academics are
rigorous; they’re intended to
b.Bbecause rigorous academics
lead to remarkable outcomes for
our students. Our students leave
campus as educated people both
in spirit and in the field they’ve
chosen to study.”
Any student enrolling at the
College has been confronted
with this statement, and is well
aware that the requirements here
outweigh many other institutions. Students enroll with the

is more challenging, but I love
that,” he said. “At community
college there were no expectations really and no one there
cared, which made me not care,
but here, there are expectations
and people care to meet them.”
Palmer attests to this attitude
of caring.
“Most of us are so ecstatic to
have found a place which keeps
us egaged and actively learning
that we don’t mind the extra
work at all,” he said.
While Kerr transferred from
community college and Palmer
from RWC, both attest to the
extreme difference of the College’s workload. While the work
is much more difficult, the consensus is that it is much more
beneficial. Surveys may imply
that the Collegeis “unmanageable,” but in reality, the survey is
simply a reflection of the difficulty of the work, not the value
of the education.

Professor heads environmental consortium

Jacob Sziráky
Staff Writer

Biology professor Dr. Frederic
Brenner has not kept his scientific achievements exclusive to
the College.
In addition to being a faculty
member of Grove City College
for the past 44 years, he has also
been involved with the Regional
Science Consortium at the Tom
Ridge Environmental Center.
He has served in a vast number of different positions during
his time at the consortium, including the positions of treasurer
and vice president.
The consortium is not a single
organization. It is a vast network
of different institutions banded
together for the common goal
of scientific research.
“The consortium is a group
of colleges participating right
now in Pennsylvania and western New York,” Brenner said.
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“Also, the resource management
agencies, the Pennsylvania Department of Natural Resources,
The Fish and Boat, Environmental Protection are involved.
It is a cooperative venture between the participating colleges
and universities for research on
the great lakes and western Ohio
River base.”
The consortium’s primary
goal is research in ecology in the
western Pennsylvania, eastern
Ohio and western New York
regions. The colleges and organizations work together for research trips and collaboration in
order to share data and discoveries.
Brenner was voted president
of the consortium by a board of
directors comprised of people
from other colleges as well as
members of the Departments of
Natural Resources and Environmental protection. This board
meets twice a year and in the fall
elects the next president.
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“I serve two terms as vice
president and I’ll serve two years
as president,” Brenner said.
Despite his new honor,
Brenner says that it will not affect his role as a professor on
campus.
“We have an executive director of the consortium; basically I
will meet regularly with the exec
director to basically oversee the
entire operation of the consortium and its research activities,”
he said. Most of these meetings
will be done electronically or via
telephone.
During
his
presidency,
Brenner’s major objective is to
provide housing for students and
visiting faculty any college to do
such as a research trip to a Presque Isle State Park.
“We’ll hopefully have the
housing in place by the end of
my term would be my hope,
whether or not that happens or
not I don’t know,” Brenner said.
“I will say that Dr. Jewell is as-

sisting us in the fundraising effort. He’s been very supportive
in our involvement in the consortium.”
Housing is not the only benefit that students may enjoy due
to his promotion.
“It will open opportunities
for research and hopefully internships on the Great Lakes as
well as looking at the other research opportunities and internships that may be provided by
the various state resources agency,” he said.
Along with these increased
internship opportunities, students can participate in a three
day symposium that will give
them experience presenting
their research papers.
Brenner’s new achievement
is a tremendous honor, though
he is obviously not the only one
who will benefit. This new position will offer a lot of new opportunities for the College community in the time to come.
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A madman with a box

Celebrating 50 years of ‘Doctor Who’

Sarah Zimmerman
Contributing Writer

Fifty years have passed since
the television show “Doctor
Who” premiered on the small
screen on Nov. 23, 1963 at 5:16
p.m. It is the story of a time lord
who ran away from responsibility with a TARDIS to explore all
the depths of time and space. He
has changed faces multiple times
and branched out from the television screen to the radio and
books.
Steven Moffat, the current
showrunner, wrote a special episode for the 50th anniversary to
pay tribute to the men who had
come before and the history of
the show.
“Doctor Who” is a science
fiction show with a very “wibbly-wobbly” timeline. In one
episode, the Doctor is fighting
his nemesis, the Daleks, on the
planet Skaro. In another episode,
he shares a kiss with Madame
de Pompadour in 18th century
France. The Doctor is a time
lord from the planet Gallifrey,
has two hearts and can regenerate by changing faces and personalities. To date, 799 episodes
of Doctor Who have been aired
with 12 different actors portraying the Doctor and an additional
one planning to take over at
Christmas.
The anniversary special was

highly anticipated by all in the
Whovian community. Advertising for the event began almost
a year in advance, with tidbits
of information released every
so often to keep fans excited
for the release. While this anniversary episode was not as
exceptional as
many had
anticipated, it was a
wonderful
tribute to
the show’s
long-running history.
“The
Day
of
the Doctor” stuck
to
the
normal
themes of
the show.
While the
show
is
humorous,
it also often confronts darker issues. The anniversary special revolves around the darkest day of
the Doctor’s life and his choice
to possibly use a weapon for mass
genocide. The weapon, however,
is unique: it has a consciousness
that can judge the user’s worthiness.
“How do you use a weapon of
ultimate mass destruction, when

it can pass judgment on you?”
one character asks. This episode
allows the interface of the weapon of mass destructionto open
up time fissures so that the War
Doctor (John Hurt) can see
what his future self will be
like if he follows through
with the
destruction
of
Gallifrey.
T h e
interface
s h ow s
how two
Doctors
(David
T e n nant
as
the tenth
and Matt
Smith as
the eleventh regeneration) have
c o m e
to cope
BBCAMERICA.COM with their
pasts. The
Doctors are united in the woods
of Elizabethan England, where
Tennant’s Doctor is trying to
romance Elizabeth I in an attempt to find a shape-shifting
Zygon that he thought was
posing as the queen. This adventure also brings them to the
present, where Smith’s doctor
and companion, Clara Oswald

(Jenna Coleman), are investigating some paintings that had lost
their occupants.
The episode was clearly a labor of love for Moffat, including plenty of hijinks, old villains,
inside jokes for the fans and a
cameo that no one expected.
Moffat attempted to rewrite
seven seasons and 400 years of
the Doctor’s life with this episode but managed to bring it all
together with all the delicacy he
could muster.
The episode fought its classic villains and clung to the core
humanity of the show, as Clara
helped lead the doctors back
to their weakest moments and
come to terms with the decisions they were forced to make
for the good of the universe.
“Great men are forged in
fire,” Hurt’s Doctors said. “It
is the privilege of lesser men
to light the flame.” The doctors were faced with a dilemma
where there was no right answer,
realizing that they had to accept
the consequences of whatever
choice they made.
The anniversary episode hit
all the key points of a classic
“Doctor Who” episode and paid
tribute to all the Doctors who
had come before it. With special
archive footage, 76 minutes of
new material and a simulcast to
94 different countries, the episode was a great way to celebrate
50 years of “Doctor Who.”

Applause, applause, applause?
Lady Gaga’s ‘ARTPOP’ fails to impress

Ryan Hampton
Staff Writer
Lady Gaga has worked hard
over the past several years to
refine her image as a socially
conscious oddball whose fashion choices have consistently
provided fodder for the blogosphere. Her first pair of musical projects, the 2008 LP “The
Fame” and 2009 EP “The Fame
Monster,” were notable for their
upbeat dance anthems like “Just
Dance” and “Telephone.” The
albums also introduced Gaga’s
offbeat side with a number of
bizarre music videos.
For the 2011 LP “Born This
Way,” Gaga drew influence from
artists like Madonna and Whitney Houston on her hits, “The
Edge of Glory” and “Marry the
Night.” She also took a stab at

social criticism on “Born This
Way.” Throughout her discography, Gaga consistently wrestled
with concepts like the effects of
fame and the definition of art
while experimenting with different musical styles.
On “ARTPOP,” her latest offering, Gaga addresses the same
themes, but the result is a campy,
half-baked album that lacks the
catchy pop anthems of its predecessors. “Applause,” the album’s
first single and biggest hit to
date, features a repetitious chorus that is reminiscent of Gaga’s
prior offerings, but is not catchy
enough to function as a lead single. “Just Dance” and “Born This
Way” were both fitting openers
for Gaga’s first two LPs, but “Applause” does not operate on the
same level. The album’s sales will
likely suffer as a result.
The second single, “Do What

You Want,” is one of the album’s
highlights, but is a real eye-roller
when juxtaposed with tracks
like “Sexxx Dreams,” “Fashion!” and “Jewels n’ Drugs.” The
last of these three songs features
veteran rappers T.I., Too Short
and Twista, all of whom seem
as out of place on a Gaga track
in reality as they do conceptually. “Dope” is supposed to be an
autobiographical track about addiction and “Aura” and “Venus”
are dissonant tracks about nothing in particular, which make for
unpleasant listening.
Ultimately, the problem with
“ARTPOP” is not that it is vapid or trashy (which it is), but
that Gaga considers her work
to be innovative and edgy. Gaga
has apparently decided that she
is most interested in promoting
her version of sexual freedom
coupled with the album’s overt

Staff Writer

Bad things happen to everyone in life; sometimes they are
even deserved. How does one
deal with the inevitable downfalls of life?
There are generally two options. One can accept his misfortune and attempt to make
the best of it, or one can grudgingly give in and refuse to better
himself or others. This sums up
the tale of “The Shawshank Redemption.”
The film depicts the story of
Andy Dufresne (Tim Robbins),
whose wife, along with her lover, are murdered. All evidence
points to Dufresne as the murderer. He is sentenced to life in
prison at Shawshank Prison.
Once imprisoned, Dufresne
learns how to survive. He develops a deep friendship with another inmate named Red (Morgan Freeman), “the only guilty
man in Shawshank.”
Despite the inhumane treatment of the prisoners, Dufresne
manages to find ways to improve
his life at Shawshank instead of

succumbing to despair.
Dufresne’s hope sets him
apart from the other inmates. All
other prisoners lose their hope
for the future, for they accept
their fate as caged men who will
die in prison.
However, Dufresne never
loses hope. He has plans for his
life even though he is in prison,
and he believes he can improve
his situation. Red tells him it is
nonsense to even think about
the outside world.
However, that does not hold
Dufresne back. He still believes
that “hope is a good thing, maybe the best of things, and no
good thing ever dies.”
Dufresne retains compassion
for his fellow inmates. His hope
drives him to do certain things
around the prison to improve
his own life and the lives of others. He works for the guards and
even for the warden, writes letters to the state government and
overhauls the prison library.
Dufresne often receives rewards for his hard work and frequently turns his rewards to the
other prisoners. His compassion
and hard work inspire the other
prisoners to retain some hope

Hemiplegia

Lauren Farley
WSAJ Contributor

The current movements of
1980s revival and electronica
merge to create the masterpiece EP by Haerts, “Hemiplegia.” The album is a short
compilation of four songs
which run in total just below
17 minutes.
“Hemiplegia” does not fall
into the trap that ensnares
several other bands. The attempt at an ‘80s revival has in
several instances just turned
into

an

’80s

replication.

Haerts keep its music current
with lead singer Nini Fabi’s
impeccable vocals. Assisted
by the more restricted instrumentation when she is at her
strongest, she sings without
wavering, then fades back
into synths and the washed
out waves of percussion.
The title for the album
refers to a condition where
numbness occurs in half of
the body. “Hemiplegia” bears

promiscuity that suggests a facile view of the issue. This lack of
self-awareness really sinks the album under the weight of its own
pretentiousness, and it is not
catchy enough to compensate.
“ARTPOP” is a hodge-podge
of sonically-grating and intellectually shallow tracks that fail
to add up to a cohesive whole.
If Gaga had decided to call the
album “Jewels n’ Drugs” as opposed to “ARTPOP,” its content
cowuld have been more easily
excused. In the end, “ARTPOP”
fails to build on the artistic
promise demonstrated in Gaga’s
LP “Born This Way,” and is just a
vapid and forgettable addition to
Gaga’s discography.

Caged birds sing in ‘Shawshank’

Jacob Sziráky

Pick of the
Week

strong significance, not only
for the concept of the EP, but
also in the life of Fabi, who
has experienced bouts of
hemiplegia ever since childhood.
On the band’s website,
Fabi explains that “Hemiplegia” is not just about the
disorder, but also about the
feeling of being trapped or
confined inside oneself.
These thoughts can also
be explored in the title track,
where Fabi sings, “I cannot
fight the sleep is droning /
Into the motion into the
night.” Here, she admits that
helplessness is as irresistible
and inescapable as the onset
of sleep.
“No you can’t move up
with your eyes down,” Fabi
sings at another point in the
song, suggesting that potential is linked to perspective. It
is difficult to recognize that
limitations are often created
by oneself.
While some critics may

IMDB.COM

that there is still humanity in the
inhumane world that is Shawshank.
“The Shawshank Redemption” is ranked at number one
on the IMDB TOP 250 film list.
The costumes, the set and even
the dialogue are very believable
for their respective time period.
The emotional components
of the film are seen through depiction of Dufresne’s arrest, the
minor victories he wins in prison and the heartbreaking defeats
he suffers.
As wonderful as the movie is,
it is not without its faults. One
of the most controversial points
is its depiction of the Christian
faith.
The warden of Shawshank,
Warden Norton (Bob Gunton),
states at the beginning of the

film,“I believe in two things: discipline and the Bible. Here you’ll
receive both. Put your trust in
the Lord; your ass belongs to me.
Welcome to Shawshank.” He
is a very strict and conservative
Christian who frequently quotes
Scripture, has biblical memorabilia in his office and issues every
prisoner their own Bible.
The way he runs the prison
and how he lives his life do not
give Christians their due justice.
The depiction paints the whole
religion in a very negative light.
Like Dufresne, all people have
a choice. They can bow to the
inevitable and face hardships as
they come, or they can fight to
make the world a better place.
Together, they can all work to
redeem their own planet Shawshank.

argue that the pop hooks
make this album too straightforward, it is appropriate for
Haerts to make this EP easy
to comprehend. For such a
dark concept as the crippling
perception of helplessness,
the message is communicated without overwhelming
the listener.
Haerts uses its appeal to
the album’s advantage by
allowing listeners to easily
connect to hemiplegia, an
otherwise foreign concept.
Haerts’ latest album provides
a unique opportunity to relate to this disorder and its
symbolic implications.
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Norse gods hammer their way
into theaters

FIRE
Peeta has in the books. Instead of
smiling comfortably, audiences
sit through lots of blank stares.
Elizabeth Banks performed
flawlessly as Effie Trinket, the
District 12 Tributes’ Capital
representative. Effie’s character
lightens the mood when situations intensify.
Just like with the first movie,
Effie’s costumes and makeup
are marvelous. But in this film,
Banks takes the character deeper
and fans see beneath Effie’s chipper exterior. Katniss and Peeta
face another Hunger Games,
and instead of glorifying it like
she did the first time around, Effie shows the pain she feels to
see her victors go back into the
fray. The Reaping scene and the
scene where she says goodbye to
her District 12 tributes are truly
touching.
Another small but impressive
performance was that of Stanly
Tucci as the enigmatic talk show
host Caesar Flickerman. Tucci’s
commitment to making a complete fool of himself in this movie is beyond respectable. He plays
the Capital crowd, encouraging
them to clap and cheer, and attempting to set all the tributes at
ease before they are sent to their
deaths. The most memorable element of Tucci’s portrayal has to
be Flickerman’s booming laugh,
which was enough to get the
Capital riled up, as well as the
movie theater audience.
Overall, the second installment
of “The Hunger Games” was
impressive. Not only was it a
good sequel and adaptation, but
it could stand alone as an enjoyable film. The carefully crafted
minor characters combined with
talented leads make this a mustsee for any Hunger Games fan.
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‘Thor: The Dark World’ takes the box office by storm
Katie Koller

Section Designer
The sequel to “Thor,” entitled
“Thor: The Dark World,” begins
just like its predecessor with a
lesson in ancient Asgardian history.
Thor’s grandfather, Bor, defeats the Dark Elves in their attempt to take over the universe
and turn all into darkness. Bor
hides the Dark Elves’ weapon,
called the Ether, because he believes that the Dark Elves will
never rise again.
For a moment, it seems as
though this is “Thor” instead of
the sequel. Instead of drawing
the audience into the movie, the
background information proves
a bit choppy.
For the viewers who have
never seen “The Avengers” or
“Thor,” the beginning might
help place them into the story of
this fantasy world. On the other
hand, viewers who have seen
other Marvel movies before this
second installment of “Thor”
might find themselves groping
around at the beginning of the
movie, trying to find where the
story fit in with the prequels.
Soon after the historical
background, the story switches
to familiar territory with Loki
(played by Tom Hiddleston) arriving in chains to Asgard. Continuing the story where “The
Avengers” left it, Loki appears
before the Asgardian ruler, King
Odin (Anthony Hopkins), to
receive his punishment. While
Loki is sent to the dungeons for
the rest of his life, Thor (Chris
Hemsworth) helps bring order
to the other worlds still in chaos
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due to Loki’s actions. In these
scenes, viewers learn that Thor
has continued to honor his father and to help restore order to
the worlds.
After restoring peace to the
worlds, Thor still has his mind
on Jane Foster (Natalie Portman). Odin thinks Thor’s pursuit of a mortal is foolish and
urges him to marry an Asgardian woman, like Lady Sif (Jaimie
Alexander). The movie does not
overtly point out this possibility,
but hints at a potential relationship between Thor and Sif.
Meanwhile, in London, Foster
continues her research without
any contact from Thor. Even
though the research team in
“Thor” is now broken up with
Eric Selvig (Stellan Skarsgård)
in a mental hospital, Darcy (Kat
Dennings) and Selvig have not
lost their touch for bringing
comic relief throughout the

story.
With Darcy’s help, Foster finds
a gravitational disturbance that
surrounds a temporary connection point between the different worlds in the nine realms.
The repeated disappearance of
objects and the truck floating in
the air help the audience visualize this phenomenon and follow
the developing plot.
Foster investigates and finds
herself suddenly transported between the worlds and in the cave
with the Ether. The Ether takes
Foster as a host, which awakens the Dark Elves and their
leader, Malekith (Christopher
Eccleston). Shortly after, Foster
ends up on earth to find that
Thor has reappeared.
Realizing that Foster is not
well, Thor takes her back to
Asgard. King Odin refuses to
believe that the Dark Elves are
alive, but they soon attack Asgard

and scatter all doubt. Odin’s denial and stubbornness after the
attack demonstrate how blind
he has become by his grief over
the casualties of the raid and his
pride as the Asgardian king.
Malekith pursues Foster to get
the Ether back. After a failed attempt to kill Malekith and the
Ether, Thor and Foster return to
earth for the final battle, where
Foster’s knowledge of physics
and Thor’s abilities in combat
complement each other well.
Once the action starts with Thor
attempting to rescue the worlds
himself, the movie rolls smoothly from one scene to the next.
Although most of the scientific terms in the plot are difficult to understand, the film still
captures the audience by making
every moment of action believable. It only requires only a few
stretches of the imagination.
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Leo’s lunches leave a legacy

Zoë Gowen
Staff Writer

After 37 years of teaching and
investing in college students,
most professors would be ready
to retire and move on. However,
there are some who are so full of
passion and love for their discipline and for their students that
they simply cannot stay away.
Professor Richard Leo, a retired Grove City College physics professor, is one of those
extraordinary professors who
continues to serve and to invest
in the College, and he does so in
unique ways.
Not only does Leo work part
time for the College as a supervisor of student teachers, but he
also comes to the College once
a week to have lunch with students.
The meals with his so-called
“GCC Lunch Gang” started
about five or six years ago after
Leo began meeting college students at his church, East Main
Presbyterian Church. It is at East
Main that Leo met two of the
current students in his lunch
gang, senior physics majors Libby Carbone and Allen Scheie.
Both students were spending the
summer before their sophomore
year in Grove City when their
friendship with Leo started.
“We were both here during
the summer … we would hang
out after church and Libby introduced me to Mr. Leo,” Scheie
said.
Since that day, both Carbone
and Scheie have been attending the weekly lunches with
Leo as often as they can manage.
Each week, Leo chats with the
students about his experience
teaching physics, shares other life
lessons and inquires about their
lives.
Scheie enjoys the lunches be-
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Even after retirement, Professor Richard Leo remains active on campus in his relationships with students.
cause they give him a chance to
interact with someone who has
experienced more of life and can
look at things from a different
perspective.
“At lunch, I can interact with
someone who has dealt with different things. It is a way of getting outside myself in the college environment. It is a breath
of fresh air,” he said.
Carbone added that she appreciates the way Leo listens to
what students have to say and
genuinely cares about their lives.
“You do not feel like you have
to be someone great [with Leo].
He just likes you for you ... it is
refreshing to be around people
who see the bigger picture,” she
said.

Because Leo has taken such
an interest in Carbone’s life, she
recalls numerous fun memories
and tidbits of advice and wisdom he has shared with her in
the past. However, one memory
stands out to her from her sophomore year.
Carbone was going to teach
physics the summer after sophomore year, and she asked Leo if
he had any suggestions or ideas
for physics labs that she could
use for her lesson plans. Not
only did he offer suggestions,
but they went out to lunch and
he brought a bag full of books
and lessons and talked with her
about what she could do for her
labs. Carbone was encouraged
by Leo’s willingness to help.

“He didn’t have to do that ...
it was so neat,” she said. “It was
so encouraging and I used a
lot of those things to teach that
summer.”
His knowledge, experience,
genuine care and constant encouragement have meant a lot
to both Carbone and Scheie
throughout their time at college.
Scheie says Leo has set a wonderful example for them on how
to live life to the fullest.
“As a college student who is
wondering what I want my life
to look like, it is nice to have
someone at the other end of the
spectrum and to see the way he
has built his life around the important things,” Scheie said.
While the students enjoy

their weekly lunches with Leo
because of the way he inspires
them and cares about who they
are, Leo says that the reason he
started the lunches in the first
place was because of what the
students can offer him.
“You know why I do it? They
inspire me,” he said.
In a world full of so much
negativity and destructive activities, Leo appreciates being able
to come to the College and see
kids living the way they should,
while also learning from them at
the same time.
“I can learn a lot …[and] how
better can I learn from them
than to spend time with them
and let some of their goodness
rub off on me,” he said.

A time to relax and refresh
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Students make crafts at the De-Stress Fair as they take a break from the stress of preparing for finals. The event was held in Breen Student Union on Wednesday
afternoon.

Did you know? Pew family has lasting influence
Breanna Renkin
Contributing Writer
When walking across campus, it is easy for one to
spot the lasting legacy that the Pew family has left
on Grove City College. Mary Ethel Pew and Mary
Anderson Pew Residence Halls are homes away from
home for female students, and the J. Howard Pew Fine
Arts Center allows students to showcase their talents.
However, the Pews are more than names written on
signs outside the residence halls.
Born in 1848, Joseph Newton Pew grew up in Mercy
County, PA. During his childhood, J.N. Pew worked
on his family farm. When he turned 18, he taught in
a one-room school house for three years. His most
notable student was Issac Ketler, who founded Grove

City College. Although J.N. Pew began his career as
an educator, he later graduated from Edinboro Normal
School with a focus in business.
Upon graduating, J.N. Pew became a real estate broker
and opened his own real estate business. However, J.N.
Pew is most well-known for founding the Sun Oil Line
Company in 1880. He served as the company’s president until his death and as president of the Board of
Trustees at the College.
J.N. Pew’s second son, Joseph Howard Pew, followed
in his father’s footsteps and served as the Sun Oil Line
Company’s president from 1912 to 1947. The company
flourished under his leadership. While president, J.H.
Pew invented lubricants using Texas oil and directed the
company while it began building ships. The company
also became the first to use pipes heated with mercury

vapor instead of thermal cracking to create gasoline.
Like his father, J.H. Pew served as president of the
Board of Trustees at the College.
J.H. Pew, his sister Mary Ethel Pew, Joseph N. Pew
Jr. and his sister Maybel Pew Myrin created The Pew
Charitable Trusts to honor their parents, Joseph and
Mary. In its early days, the Trust assisted in cancer
research, the Red Cross and maintaining historically
black colleges. According to the Trust’s website, it aims
to “improve public policy, inform the public, and stimulate civic life.”
Despite their success, the Pews remained grounded
in their faith and exemplified the College’s vision that
“faith and freedom matter.” As stewards of Christ, J.N.
Pew and Mary Anderson Pew have left their mark on
the College’s campus in more ways than one.
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Through the Lens

Bristling with
manliness
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Juniors Zack Wheeler (left) and Adam Watson (right) tied for second, while senior Dan Johnson
(center) took first.

Roundtable hosted this year’s No Shave
November competition, giving the men
of the College the opportunity to demonstrate their beard-growing abilities.
Proceeds from the competition went to
benefit the Wounded Warrior Project.
Roundtable members and sophomores Justin Pennypacker, Allen Toth and Andrew Brackbill
helped organize the competition.
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The contenders lined up for judging. Drs. Paul Schaefer and Douglas Browne (below) judged each competitior based on fullness, creativity and personal fit.

Junior Peter Boone talks to the judges about his month without a razor.
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Globetrotting Grovers

Vive la
France
Daniel Wilson

Contributing Writer
This semester has been a blur.
We have fourteen days left until we leave Nantes, France and
return to the United States. But
in a strange way, I feel like I am
leaving a home here. Along with
several other Grove City College
students, I have grown comfortable and peaceful in our houses
in France. Calling France home
is an odd feeling that I never
imagined I would have.
After arriving in the Paris
Charles De Gaulle Airport on
Aug. 23, we took a bus to Nantes,
France to begin our journey.
When we arrived in Nantes, we
had no idea what was in store for
us. Several weeks went by and
our professors, Dr. Mark Reuber and Mrs. Reuber, took us on
“field trips” that included several areas, including the longest
beach in Europe at La Boule, a
monastery at le Mont Saint-Michel, Omaha Beach on the Normandy beach, and many other
castles, cathedrals and towns.
Life and classes in France
began to become routine. We
learned the best ways to study, to
do homework and to make food
for ourselves. We also learned
how to navigate the streets of
Nantes. I started to get to know
the other Grove City College
students and to develop more
personal friendships with them.
We bonded over the trips, food,
people and awkwardness of not
fully understanding the language. With 23 of us living in
two houses, we had to become
comfortable with each other
whether we wanted to or not.
We also met our neighbor, a
sweet French girl who befriended us all. She soon became a
guide to the city of Nantes and
well as a language teacher.
As we began classes at a local
French university and interacted
with French students our age,
we were yet again thrown into a
new situation. This was a unique
opportunity to become friends
with French students our own
age. We had a chance to discuss
the similarities and differences
between our cultures not only
in the classroom setting but also
as we ate dinner together each
week.
During the middle of the semester, we took a field trip to
Paris. This was an amazing experience almost beyond description. We experienced a large city
dominated by history, tourism
and culture. We learned to navigate an incredibly busy metro
system and walked many miles
in the “City of Lights,” passing
many beautiful buildings, museums and monuments along the
way.
During fall break, we all visited different places, which was
a scary, but thrilling learning
experience. We made our own
travel arrangements, including
booking flights, trains and hostels. We researched what each
city had to offer and planned our
days accordingly. As we reunited
in our home in Nantes after, we
all shared our experiences and
pictures.
The church in France has
had a great effect on me as well.
Although Christian society is
struggling to stay influential in
France, Christ is still alive and
working here. It has been such
a joy getting to know French
Christians who know and love
the Lord and are actively living
out their faith.
The rest of the semester
moved by quickly and we soon
began planning trips for our

COURTESY KYLE RICHERT

Every semester dozens of
students study abroad all over
the world. This week’s issue
features photos from junior
Kyle Richert in Chile and
junior Meg VanTil in Spain,
as well as thoughts from
VanTil and junior Daniel
Wilson in France.
Top: Kyle Richert enjoys
spending time with his furry
friend, a llama named “Gunter”
he met at Machu Picchu.

Bottom left: A view of sunrise
at Torres del Paine National
Park.

COURTESY MEG VANTIL

Middle: Junior Meg VanTil stands in one of
the signature photo spots of Malaga. The sign, which reads
“malagueta,” refers to a popular part of the city that includes a
large portion of the nicest beches in Malaga.
Bottom right: The famous “Costa del Sol,” which is the
southern Spanish coast on which Malaga resides.

Experiencing España
Meg VanTil

Contributing Writer
When I ask people what they
most regret doing when they
were in college, the most frequent answer I receive is, “Not
taking time to study abroad.”
The chance to experience a
piece of the world outside of our
own is an incredible opportunity,
and one that many people wish
that they had taken advantage
of. However, I am of a different
opinion. I can almost guarantee
that when I graduate, the thing I
will most regret doing is studying abroad.
This is probably not what you
were expecting to hear. But it
is true. Living in this absolutely
incredible country has opened
my eyes to how many potential
adventures and beautiful experiences this world contains. Before,

I lived in blissful ignorance. After
all, the United States is the greatest place in the world, right?
Now, for the first time in my
life, I understand why people
move abroad after college. When
one falls in love with another
country, the appeal of going
back is incredibly difficult to
resist. In all honesty, if my passport did not expire on the 24th
of December, I probably would
not come back.There is so much
more to the world than what we
experience at Grove City College.
Although I am indescribably
grateful for the amazing education which I am receiving, my
eyes have been opened to the
opportunities outside of college.
I believe that living abroad, traveling and simply having new experiences adds a depth of character and dimension to personality

that cannot be found any other
way and is not something that
one can achieve consciously.
I have experienced this
growth while living in Spain.
Since being here, I have enjoyed the opportunity to travel
to a large number of places. The
last few weeks I have traveled to
Venice,Tarifa, Granada and Cordoba, and this coming weekend
I am going to Madrid. Each new
city offers the opportunity for
growth and adventures. In addition, being able to go to the
beach in October and November is a wonderful perk for going
studying somewhere warm.
It is truly amazing how diverse God has made this beautiful world. Each place I visit has
its own unique characteristics,
and it only makes me want to
travel and visit more places.
Moral of the story: study

abroad. Travel. Live. But if you
do decide to study in another
country, expect to regret it a
little bit, because you will in the
most wonderful, fulfilling and
bittersweet way possible. It is a
little bit scary how much change
and growth can happen in the
space of three months, but it is
good and is all to the glory of
God.
Going back to the United
States in three weeks will be one
of the hardest things I have ever
done. I miss the ignorance that I
had prior to my experiences in
Spain. And yet, I would never go
back to the same person I was
three months ago. Ignorance is
bliss, but when you challenge ignorance, you may end up with
something better than bliss as a
result.
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New resident director makes her mark
Aimee Lynch

Contributing Writer
Whether it is her bachelor’s
degree in adventure education, her college activities or the
many backpacking trips she has
helped lead, Kelly Scott, the new
resident director of Mary Anderson Pew South Hall is full of interesting stories and experiences.
This is Scott’s first year as an
RD at Grove City College, and
so far the year has been a whirlwind of new experiences and
much change.
“Being new at an institution
that operates on a yearly cycle
has meant that each day is a new
experience for me,” Scott said.
“For example, this past week
being Thanksgiving break was
the first time I had to do room
checks and close down my
building.”
But in the midst of all this
change, Scott has taken time
to make her apartment a place
of rest for visitors. Students and
resident assistants feel at home
in the neatly decorated space, as
Scott offers a comfortable couch
and a cup of tea for her visitors.
On the wall behind her
couch, visitors will notice several
pictures from some of the eight
backpacking trips that Scott
has helped lead in places such
as Texas, Arizona and Hawaii.
These trips took place during
her years at Messiah College as
part of her experience studying

adventure education.
“Each trip was centered
around helping students encounter God, self, creation and
others,” Scott said.
In college, Scott was involved
in many other activities as well.
She was an active member of the
ski club, worked as a DJ for the
campus radio station, served on
the Homecoming committee by
organizing the annual Powder
Puff games, cleaned bathrooms
for a campus job, swam on the
swim team, led a Young Life
team and worked as an RA, just
to name a few.
As an RA, Scott worked in
the freshmen dormitories for
two years. Unlike the College,
the residence halls were separated by gender per floor instead of
per building, which meant that
her staff was made up of men as
well as women.
“I liked having all the different perspectives,” she said.
Being an RA was good preparation for working in Residence
Life at the College as the job
was very similar to being an RD
here.
Scott had expressed interest in
working with college students
as a career after graduating from
Messiah in 2009. Some friends
in Maine invited Scott to live
with them so that she could get
involved with campus community at the University of Southern Maine, and within a week
of the offer, Scott had made the
decision and was on her way to

Maine.
From there she became acquainted with students at the
university and realized how
much she liked “providing
space” and being available for
students.
Soon after, Scott began graduate school at Geneva College.
There she discovered the job
posting for the open position at
the College, for which she applied and was accepted.
Though Scott applied to RD
positions at other institutions,
the College was her top choice.
“Talking with Jamie Swank
and Zac Northen on the phone
during the application process,
I knew that this was the place
where I wanted to work,” she
said.
She was struck during her visits by the “spirit of prayerfulness”
that pervaded the campus life.
After almost seven weeks in
the RD position, Scott said that
some of the best moments in her
job are the scheduled one-oneone meetings with the RAs on
her staff. Each meeting is different depending on the RA, and
can range from a walk around
campus to a trip to the Slippery
Rock Starbucks. She tries to go
outside during these one-onones as much as she can.
Scott also enjoys working
with her RD staff.
“It has been remarkable to
see how our different strengths
and talents work really well together,” she said. “We can meet,
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New South MAP RD Kelly Scott hangs ornaments on the tree in
South Lobby.
divvy up tasks and reconvene the
following week completely impressed by what our teammates
have accomplished.”

Scott is one of three new RDs
this year. The other two are Lucas Sutter in the Colonial Hall
Apartments and Justin Jose in
Memorial Hall.

Non-traditional students break the mold
Rebekah Fry
Contributing Writer
Behind each textbook or
computer is a student, each with
a different story.
For the non-traditional students, however, their Grove
City College experience varies
slightly more. Whether they are
students auditing classes, student
commuters or married students,
their campus life differs from
those in the standard student

role.
“I appreciate things from a
different perspective,” senior
Elia Boe, who commutes with
her husband from an apartment
near campus, said. “Sometimes
it’s nice to walk into a cafeteria
where the food is already made
for you.”
Though she misses the builtin campus community, Boe has
enjoyed “learning what it looks
like to invest more intentionally
in relationships.”

FRANCE

ture by developing relationships

Thanksgiving break. With 11
days to travel, some people chose
to see as much as they could over
break, traveling through several
different countries, while others
chose to only go to a few places
and spend more time getting to
know each city.
The culture difference has affected me more than I thought,
and probably more than I realize. It is not just obvious things
that are different, like the language and appearance, but also
the much more important things
like values and ideals. Many
of the fundamental ways that
French people look at life are so
different. Learning French cul-

challenge to look at life with a

On campus, she values spending time with friends, but also
looks forward to the quiet space
her home provides. Boe and
her husband have appreciated
starting this new journey in life
while still surrounded by a place
and people they know.
Daisy Bowersox, a freshman
commuter who recently moved
into the dorms, understands
what life is like traveling from
home to school each day.
“It was hard to manage time

But now, as the semester comes
to a close, I realize what really
has changed me this semester.

ship and friendships,” senior admissions counselor Stephen Vago
said.
Partial meal plans, assigned
halls and commuter meals are a
few ways that the College supports this community.
Each student is an essential
part of the college family and offers unique qualities and talents.
“Ultimately, Grove City hopes
to help foster a sense of belonging to every one of their students,”Vago said.

Help Wanted

with French people is a daily
new perspective.

between studying and wanting
to be with my family,” she said.
Students commute within 45
miles of the school and participate in campus life in a manner similar to those living in the
dorms. In response to some difficulties faced by commuters, the
College has established various
ways to help integrate them into
the community.
“We encourage the students
to be active within the student
body in order to build fellow-

The Collegian is looking for someone to drive to
Meadville to pick up the paper and deliver it to
campus on Friday mornings. If interested, please
email collegian@gcc.edu.

The people I’m here with have
become my best friends.We have
grown together in a way that is
unique and special. We shared
memories that I will share with
no other people in the world. To
have seen and experienced these
things together are opportunities for which I will forever be

Write for The Collegian
Interested in writing for The Collegian? The
Collegian provides excellent opportunities for students
who are interested in journalism careers, in writing and
in exploring campus events and issues. All sections
welcome new writers. Email the Collegian at
collegian@gcc.edu.

Connect with us!

Twitter: @GCC_Collegian
Facebook:
The Collegian: The Grove City
College Newspaper

thankful.

THINGS2DO
Fri. Dec. 6
Carnegie Christmas Concerts
12:15 – 1 p.m. Carnegie – Colonnade
Jazz Ensemble Concert
7:30 – 9 p.m. PFAC Auditorium

Sat. Dec. 7
Okie Pi Christmas Party
7 – 11 p.m. MAP Café
Fall Student Exhibition
9 a.m. – 8 p.m. PFAC – Gallery

Sun. Dec. 8
Vespers Choral Concert
6:30 – 7:20 p.m. Harbison Chapel

Tues. Dec. 10
Fall Student Exhibition
9 a.m. – 8 p.m. PFAC – Gallery

Wed. Dec. 11
Red Cross Blood Drive
11 a.m. – 6 p.m. Ketler Rec
Fall Student Exhibition
9 a.m. – 8 p.m. PFAC – Gallery

Adel Festivus
8 – 11:30 p.m. Ketler Rec

Mon. Dec. 9

Thurs. Dec. 12

Fall Student Exhibition
9 a.m. – 8 p.m. PFAC – Gallery

Opera Workshop
7 – 9 p.m. PFAC – Little Theater

Moonlight Breakfast
9 – 11:55 p.m. Hicks Café
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Perspectives

Time to look
beyond labels
Jessica Smith
Section Designer
Here at Grove City College,
you’re a “Grover achiever” if you
care about your grades and work
hard to do well in your classes.
You’re an awkward couple if you
hold hands with your girlfriend
while walking on campus. If you
grab a meal with someone of the
opposite sex, you’re interested in
dating them. You are an obnoxious Bible thumping Christian
wacko if you post worship lyrics on Facebook, enjoy chapel or
regularly join in class discussion
in Biblical Revelation.
If you listen to more Kanye
than Hillsong, you’re probably
not that serious about your faith.
If you’re a girl who looks forward
to getting married and having a
family someday, you are desperate, insecure and controlled by
a “ring by spring” mentality. If
you’re in a sorority or fraternity,
you are not your own person,
but merely an extension of your
group’s stereotype – perhaps a
party girl with low standards or
an unintelligent lax bro.
Does any of this make sense
when applied so broadly? Of
course not. These kinds of generalizations sound ignorant even
on the surface. But I think a lot
of us have had similar thoughts.
I’ve often said things like “stereotypes exist for a reason-because often they’re true,” or
“she chose to join that soror-

ity knowing that she would be
defined by those letters, so that
definition must be accurate.”
I don’t think anybody actually likes that this mentality is so
pervasive. I think it really comes
down to the fact that it is sometimes easier to judge or more fun
to joke about stereotypes than it
is to be the person who chooses
not to get involved.
Deep down, though, at one
time or another, we just get tired
of it. We just want everyone to
stop caring so much what other
people do with their lives. But
ultimately we figure that no
matter what, this is just the way
things are. We can’t change the
entire campus culture, so it’s easier just to go with the flow.
If so many people feel this way,
why aren’t we doing something
about it? I don’t expect everyone
to join hands and sing Kumbaya,
but if we were all honest with
each other, a lot of us would collectively decide to stop instantly
making a judgment on who
someone is because we know
some “defining” factor about
them like their major, their
friend group, or something else.
I am not defined by my independent or Greek status. I am
not an ignorant redneck because
I happen to be a conservative
Christian. I am not defined by
my major or my hometown or
my athletic ability (or, in reality,
lack thereof).
When we pigeonhole people
before we actually know any-

thing of substance about them,
we write them off when they
could be very different people
from what we assume.
Richelle E. Goodrich said,
“While you judge me by my
outward appearance I am silently doing the same to you, even
though there’s a ninety-percent
chance that in both cases our assumptions are wrong.”
I don’t want to give the impression that passing judgment
is always wrong. In fact, it is often necessary and good. It’s the
motives and the swiftness with
which we judge that is a problem. I don’t think that being
naïve and too non-judgmental is
the main issue here at the College.
This is not revolutionary stuff.
We’ve all heard it before. I know
I’ve heard it a million times and
I constantly doubt the power of
the individual standing on principle. What difference can I really make in the big scheme of
things?
But that’s not an excuse to
give up. God calls us to genuine
relationships with others which
does not involve being blinded
by prejudice. He calls us to do
what we know is right even
when no one else is doing it.
In theory, that sounds nice; in
practice, it is actually really difficult. But God does not call us
to do things without providing
the grace and strength we need
to do so. And the results are in
his hands.

Prescriptions for guaranteed
misery in life
Seth Thomasmeyer
Contributing Writer
Philanthropist Charlie Munger, vice chairman of the Berkshire Hathaway Corporation,
delivered a brilliant commencement speech at Harvard-Westlake School in 1986. Munger
provided his listeners with the
same prescriptions for guaranteed misery in life that were first
coined by John William “Johnny” Carson, the tremendously
popular host of The Tonight Show
Starring Johnny Carson.
The first half of Munger’s
speech covers Carson’s original
three prescriptions for guaranteed misery in life. The first prescription is to “ingest chemicals
in an effort to alter mood or perception.” Munger goes on to add
a bit of his own advice to this
prescription.
“Although susceptibility varies, addiction can happen to any
of us through a subtle process
where the bonds of degradation
are too light to be felt until they
are too strong to be broken,” he
said. “I have yet to meet anyone,
in over six decades of life, whose
life was worsened by overfear
and overavoidance of such a deceptive pathway to destruction.”
Carson’s second original prescription, covered by Munger, is
envy. He immediately acknowledges that envy “was wreaking
havoc long before it got a bad
press in the laws of Moses.”
Furthermore, in his discussion of envy, Munger encourages those bent on attaining
the heights of misery in life to
never read any of “that good
Christian,” Samuel Johnson’s,
biographies because “his life
demonstrates in an enticing way
the possibility and advantage of
transcending envy.”

Carson’s third and final prescription is resentment. Once
again,
Munger
recognizes
Johnson who said, “Life is hard
enough to swallow without
squeezing in the bitter rind of resentment.” Additionally, Munger
implores those seeking misery to
refrain from the practice of the
Disraeli compromise.
Munger smartly explains that
Benjamin Disraeli, one of the
great British prime ministers,
learned to give up vengeance as
a motive for action, but maintained an outlet for resentment
by putting the names of people
who wronged him on pieces of
paper in a drawer. Then, from
time to time, he reviewed these
names and took pleasure in noting the way the world had taken
his enemies down without his
assistance.
In the second half of his
speech, Munger offers four of
his own prescriptions for guaranteed misery in life. His first
prescription is to be unreliable.
“Do not faithfully do what
you have engaged to do,” he said.
“If you will only master this
one habit you will more than
counterbalance the combined
effect of all your virtues, howsoever great.” What’s more, “If
you like being distrusted and
excluded from the best human
contribution and company, this
prescription is for you.”
Munger’s second prescription
for misery is “to learn everything
you possibly can from your own
personal experience, minimizing
what you learn vicariously from
the good and bad experience of
others, living and dead.”
Elaborating on his second
prescription, Munger notes how
little originality there is in the
common disasters of mankind,
and he offers “as a memory clue

to finding the way to real trouble
from heedless, unoriginal error
the saying: ‘If at first you don’t
succeed, well, so much for hang
gliding.’”
He identifies Sir Isaac Newton as an exemplar of a non-miserable life, recalling his famous
statement, “If I have seen a little
farther than other men it is because I stood on the shoulders of
giants.”
He also acknowledges the
unusual inscription above the
bones of Newton in Westminster Abbey, “Here lie the remains
of all that was mortal in Sir Isaac
Newton.”
Munger’s third prescription for misery is “to go down
and stay down when you get
your first, second, or third severe reverse in the battle of life.”
He recognizes that no matter
how lucky, wise, or otherwise
equipped to deal with life one
is, there is so much adversity out
there that this prescription will
guarantee that “in due course,
you will be permanently mired
in misery.”
Furthermore, Munger urges
those who are keen on misery
to “ignore at all cost the lesson
contained in the accurate epitaph written for himself by Epicetus: ‘Here lies Epicetus, a slave,
maimed in body, the ultimate
in poverty, and favored by the
Gods.”
Munger’s fourth, and final,
prescription “for a life of fuzzy
thinking and infelicity is to ignore a story they told me when
I was very young about a rustic
who said: ‘I wish I knew where
I was going to die, and then I’d
never go there.’”
He encourages those who desire a miserable life to mock the
ignorance of the rustic and ignore his basic wisdom.
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Editorial

The alien within
your gates
Grayson Quay
Entertainment Editor
About a month ago, a few of
my hallmates and I were engaged in a classic Grove City
College theological discussion. Then some people got
up and left, leaving only me
and two others — we’ll call
them Andy and Chad — who
had remained silent during the
discussion. Sweeping aside the
minutiae of the debate that had
just concluded, Andy turned to
Chad and asked if he believed
in God. Chad wasn’t sure. Neither was Andy.
“Really?” I asked. “Yeah, I
guess I’m not your typical Grover,” Andy said.
Recently, Eric Fromm, the
student body president at
Northwest Christian University in Eugene, Oregon, “came
out” to his fellow students as an
atheist via a column in the student newspaper. He had kept
his atheism secret for his first
three years of college. According to an article in USA Today,
although “a few of his close
friends knew his secret, others
had verbally attacked and ignored him when they heard he
was an atheist.”
Fromm said that during
these three years he was unable
to feel at peace.
“I’m writing this primarily
because I don’t want to keep
my atheism a secret any longer,
but I’m also writing this because I want to take my peers
to task on their inability to accept those who don’t fit their
Christian pattern,” he said.
The USA Today article goes
on to explain that now that the
secret is out, the response from
both university officials and
fellow students has been overwhelmingly supportive.
There are a few lessons we
can take from Fromm. The first
is that nonbelievers are among
us. Fromm chose NCU not for
its Christian values, but for its
communication studies program. Perhaps some prospective
Grove City College students
are attracted to our “rigorous
academics” and “amazing value” without being totally on
board with the “authentically
Christian” part.
We also see that there’s no
typical nonbelieving student.

Most of us would probably visualize a nonbeliever as someone who never puts down
roots on campus, complains
constantly about intervisitation policies and leaves campus every weekend to go party.
Fromm makes it clear that even
a student who is well-respected
and well-liked enough to be
elected student body president
might not share the religious
convictions of his constituents.
Perhaps it would be helpful for the reader to imagine
himself or herself as a nonbeliever at the College.While you
listen to your fellow students
compare denominational views
of the Lord’s Supper, critique
modern worship service, and
debate predestination, you sit
there either wondering if it’s
all even real or fully convinced
that it’s all made up. You’re
forced to go chapel 16 times
a semester and listen to things
with which you disagree. You
have to sit through classes like
Civilization and Biblical Revelation and Studies in Science,
Faith and Technology, when
perhaps all you wanted was a
college that taught free-market
Austrian economics.
I’m not arguing that it’s unfair of the College to require
students to attend chapel and
to take these classes.They could
have the benefit of drawing
students like Fromm to Christ,
or at least prompting them to
seriously consider the Christian worldview. I’m merely
pointing out that these requirements, and the environment of
the College as a whole, could
be frustrating to a nonbelieving
student regardless of the intentions behind them.
Exodus 20:10 says, “the seventh day is a Sabbath to the
LORD your God. On it you
shall not do any work, neither
you... nor your manservant
or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your
gates.” God calls us to extend
the blessings of Christian community even to those who may
not share our faith. We should
treat the Andys, Chads and Eric
Fromms of Grove City College
in a way that makes them feel
comfortable coming to us with
doubts and questions instead of
forcing them to live in fear of
condemnation.

GREEN EYESHADE AWARD
This week’s award goes to sophomore
Josh Evans for his diligent work as news
editor and assistant designer. Josh’s
design work this week was vital to the
timely production of the paper.
The Collegian Green Eyeshade Award
honors student contributors who have
demonstrated consistency and excellence
in their work.

Josh Evans

Each week, The Collegian editors select
a reporter, photographer or staff member who has made a valuable
contribution to the paper. The award makes a valuable addition to a
portfolio or resume.

Letters to the Editor policy
Letters to the Editor should be sent to
collegian@gcc.edu. They must be received by
midnight on Sunday and must not exceed 300
words. The Collegian reserves the right to edit
or hold any letter. Anonymous letters will not be
printed.

Perspectives
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Obamacare

An unnatural disaster
Jonathan Powers
Contributing Writer

mom.
Perhaps the people on the left side

As most every person of voting

of the political spectrum here at Grove

age is aware, the Affordable Care Act’s

City College may be thinking, “So

exchanges are up and (occasionally)

what? At least now she will have good

running. People and businesses every-

healthcare she can afford.”

where are preparing for the changes it

However, this idea is mistaken. Her

will bring in January. However, recent

company’s healthcare plan was a bit

developments have made the health

too good for the “let’s make everything

care law’s destruction and costliness

fair” crowd in Washington. To avoid an

personal to me.

extra tax imposed on plans, her com-

Luckily, my family has not received
an insurance cancellation notice, flying

pany actually had to choose a new plan
with less coverage.

in the face of the now infamous “you

For example, my mom mentioned

can keep it” promise, as many millions

that her company plan changed to of-

of people have. Also, neither of my par-

fer only 20 covered chiropractic visits

ents have been forced to reduce their

instead of 25 as it had previously of-

hours worked, as many people have. In

fered. Perhaps this change is insignifi-

fact, Obamacare has had a very differ-

cant, and definitely not as disastrous for

ent effect on my family.

my mother and her fellow employees

My mother, who has worked part-

as the new law has been to those who

time at a relatively small business for

had their insurance cancelled, but still,

the past seven years, was given the op-

there are five more visits that now

tion of either cutting her hours to 29

must be paid by the employee.

per week or working full-time, which,

As we have seen and will continue

in accordance to the new law, would

to see as the new law becomes imple-

require her company to provide her

mented, the Affordable Care Act does

with health insurance (something it al-

not result in the best care. And “afford-

ready offered full-time employees).

able” is not the best descriptor either.

According to my mother, this jump

In summary, my mother is forced to

to full-time employment will actually

work more, get paid less directly and

result in her making less money once

get a healthcare plan that is worse than

her pay is removed to pay for the health

the one she could have had before the

care she has been forced to accept. Fri-

Affordable Care Act took effect. And

days, which used to be a chance to go

considering what has happened to

shopping or do other errands, have be-

other people in the wake of this law,

come another day at the office for my

we are pretty lucky.
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Coming home to coach Cake pans to Frisbees
Andrew Taylor

Contributing Writer

As the second all-time leading scorer
for the Grove City College women’s basketball team, Christine Slater ‘11 is no
stranger to Grove City. It was here as a
Wolverine that she earned eight varsity
letters as a two sport athlete in basketball and softball and started all four years
for both teams.As a forward, Slater scored
1,634 points, earning her place as second
in Grove City College history. She led
the Presidents’ Athletic Conference in
points scored in both her junior and senior seasons and was awarded First Team
All-PAC honors in each of her last three
seasons of basketball.
Not only was she a scoring machine
on the court, but Slater was also a star infielder for the softball team. Slater started
all four years and was named to the First
Team All-PAC in each of them. During her senior year, she helped lead the
program to its best season in over twelve
years.
After graduating from the College in
2011 with a bachelor’s degree in communication studies, Slater went on to help
coach basketball at Waynesburg University while earning her master’s degree in
business management there. She helped
the Yellow Jackets to a 34-21 record in
her two years as an assistant coach.

Slater
returned to
Grove City
this year as the
assistant basketball coach
and head
softball coach.
She is also an
instructor of
Physical Education for the
MARA WOMER/
College. Slater
THE COLLEGIAN
expressed her Slater is head softball
excitement
coach and assistant
to be back in coach for basketball.
Grove City.
“It was great playing here, and is awesome being back,” she said. “I hope I will
be able to have an effect on the players
here now like my coaches did when I
played here.”
Reunited with former softball head
coach Chelle Fuss, Slater hopes to bring a
“young, fresh perspective” to the basketball program. She feels that having been a
student-athlete at the College herself just
three years ago—even playing alongside
the current seniors—she will be able to
connect with the girls on multiple levels.
Slater can impact them not only as a
coach and mentor, but also as someone
who has walked in their shoes not so
long ago.

Andrew Ferris

Contributing Writer
Throwing a Frisbee is one of the most
popular pastimes on American college
campuses and Grove City College is no
exception.
But where did the Frisbee come from
and how did it ever get to be so popular?
There are several variations of the story,
but the most widely accepted version
starts in the 1930s with a man named
Walter Fredrick Morrison.
Morrison and his fiancé were tossing
a cake pan back and forth one day on a
California beach when a man came up to
the couple and offered to buy the pan for
25 cents. This sparked the idea in Morrison’s mind of forming a business by
selling cake pans that could be thrown.
He and his wife sold cake pans until he
left to become a pilot during World War
II. In 1945, Morrison spent 48 days in a
prisoner-of-war camp after his plane was
shot down.
Upon his eventual return home, Morrison continued working on his flying
disc, applying his fresh knowledge of
aerodynamics to improve the disc’s flight.
His work happened to coincide with
America’s UFO craze in 1947. Morrison
designed and sold his own disc known as
the “Flyin-Saucer.” In 1957, he sold his
idea to Wham-O Manufacturing Company, who mass-produced what was then

called the “Pluto Platter.”
As it turned out, Morrison was not
the only one to think of tossing a cake
pan. Students at Yale University commonly bought and threw cake pans from
the Frisbie Pie Company, which became
known as “Frisbie-ing.” When WhamO discovered this in 1958, the company
began referring to its own discs as “Frisbees.”
The Frisbee has since become one of
the most popular American toys and has
developed into a variety of games including disc golf and, perhaps the most popular, Ultimate Frisbee.
Developed in 1968 by a group of students in a New Jersey high school, Ultimate Frisbee has since vastly expanded its
popularity. The game is currently played
in over 80 countries by millions of people.
The intramural sports program at the
College has a strong Frisbee league and
owes much of its overall success to Andrew Toncic—better known as A.T.—
the director of IM sports at the College,
whose work has helped shape the IM
program over the years.
Each spring, Toncic looks for student
commissioners to organize the various
leagues. Senior Josh Werner was the commissioner for IM men’s Ultimate Frisbee
at the College for the last two semesters.

READY FOR YOUR
NEXT CHALLENGE?
A master’s degree from Geneva College can help you
excel toward a more promising future with greater understanding,
elite professional skills, and meaningful service.
Choose one of seven, high-demand advanced professional degrees
that can equip you for principled and wise Christian service to
your organization and the world. Geneva’s graduate programs
are offered in a variety of formats and locations to make it easier
for you to accept the challenge!

GENEVA COLLEGE

G R A DUAT E
PROGR A M S

For more complete information on each program, please call

724-847-6571 or 800-847-8255 or visit
www.geneva.edu/graduate_programs

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP • COUNSELING • S P E C I A L E D U C AT I O N
M B A • C A R D I OVA S C U L A R S C I E N C E • READING • H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N
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Men’s basketball poised for conference play
Ian Mikrut
Sports Editor

The Grove City men’s basketball team looks like a group on a
mission to redeem a disappointing 2012-2013 season. Despite
losing to Valley Forge Christian
College in the opening game of
the season by a margin of three
points, the Wolverines have won
three straight games.
Grove City bounced back
from their opening loss with
a 75-56 blowout win against
Houghton College. The other
two victories against the University of Pitt-Greensburg and
Mount Aloysius College were
decided by margins of five
points and six points respectively.
The Wolverines held off the
Saints on Wednesday night in
both teams’ PAC opener to win
again, 76-73.
The key to Wolverine success early on has been excellent
shooting, as they have outscored
opponents by an average margin
of seven points, with a season
total of a 30 point differential.
The team is currently shooting
almost 50 percent (.482) from
the field and a staggering 40.7
TIM SOFRANKO FOR GROVE CITY COLLEGE ATHLETICS
percent from three-point land.
“I really believe we’re capable Junior Mitch Marmelstein led the Wolverines in scoring in the team’s first four games, averaging 17.3 points in that span. The men have
of shooting that way consistently. improved to 4-1 with a four game win streak, including a conference victory over Thomas More on Wednesday.
That’s something we’ve believed
Marmelstein has continued Aloysius in a game where he,
since day one of practice,” se- on from last year,” junior guard as forward Brian Giesler. Giesler
his
scoring success this season, Giesler, and Marmelstein achas
a
team-leading
16.4
points
J.T.
Schwartz
said.
“We’ve
been
nior guard Evan Schell said. “We
leading
the team with 17.3 counted for three quarters of
per
game
and
Schwartz
averages
more
careful
with
the
ball,
and
have depth has far as shooters
points
per
game. He was also the Wolverines’ points. Despite
13.8
points
per
game.
They
have
our
experience
on
offense
has
go. These games have not been
named
the
President’s Athletic the success of individual players,
also
shot
a
combined
50
percent
made
us
more
confident
in
our
an exception. It’s a significant
Conference
men’s basketball the unselfish nature of the Wolfrom three-point territory.
offensive abilities.”
strength we have as a team.”
Giesler has been particularly player of the week for the week verines is reflected in their team
Grove City’s deep roster has
Efficiency with possessions
total of 66 assists.
has also been crucial, as the Wol- also given them an edge against successful shooting from long- of Nov. 25.
“Nobody is bitter about other
Marmelstein
earned
the
range
this
season,
hitting
21
of
other
teams.
11
of
the
16
playverines have limited their turnpeople
being successful,” Schell
recognition
after
recording
a
his
44
attempts.
In
the
game
ers
on
the
roster
have
played
in
overs to 58 during the season
said.
“There’s
not the ‘I’m gonna
team-high
26
points
against
against
Mount
Aloysius,
he
tied
all
four
of
the
first
games
of
the
thus far. On the flip side, sound
get
mine’
mentality
anywhere
Pitt-Greensburg
while
adding
the
school
record
for
three-point
season.
team defense has forced a total
on
this
team,
and
it
really
shows
another
23
points
with
five
reshots
made
in
a
game
with
six,
Perhaps
what
has
been
most
of 75 turnovers for Grove City’s
how
close
we
are
as
a
unit.”
bounds
and
six
assists
in
the
win
scoring
a
career-high
total
of
effective
on
the
offensive
end
opponents, partially due to the
Grove City will continue
for the Wolverines is the junior 22 points. Giesler matched that against Mount Aloysius.
team’s total 38 steals.
Schwartz also scored a career PAC competition Saturday Dec.
“Turnovers were definitely scoring trio of guards Schwartz point total against Thomas More
high of 25 points against Mount 7 at Bethany College.
one thing we needed to work and Mitch Marmelstein as well on Wednesday.

Do you even lift?
Mitch White

Contributing Writer
For some, weight lifting can
be a stress reliever. For others, it
can be a hobby. For one Grove
City College student, weight
lifting has become a lifestyle.
Super senior Matt Fox has excelled both in the classroom and
in the gym during his five year
stay at the College. He is majoring in mechanical engineering, working as a volunteer fire
fighter and still making time for
his part-time position as a production engineer at Rice Energy every Friday afternoon. Yet
Fox finds his home in the gym.
“I always wanted to be as big
as my dad growing up,” Fox said.
“I began lifting during the winter of my sophomore year of
high school. Eventually I would
stay after school every day.When
I began to drive I found myself in a fire-hall basement in a
makeshift gym.”
A former baseball player, Fox
chose to forego his career on
the diamond upon his arrival
at the College and channel his
focus into his school work. Still
having a desire to compete, Fox
chose to do so in the form of
powerlifting. What once began
as a hobby for Fox quickly became a competitive sport.
Fox competes in the 100%
Raw Powerlifting Federation,
which disallows the use of supportive equipment as well as
performance-enhancing drugs.
While implementing his hardwork and solid foundation of
faith, Fox seems to find all of the
strength he needs. One motive
Fox fuels off is the reading found
in Psalm 18:32, which says, “It is
God who arms me with strength

COURTESY MATT FOX

Super senior Matt Fox has won multiple awards and even set a
few records in his power lifting career.
and makes my way perfect.”
“I believe there is no room for
performance-enhancing drugs
with Christ as our ultimate motivation and source of strength,”
Fox said. “Competing without
the aid of performance-enhancing drugs is a reflection of the

and took championships in the
ADAU 100% Raw Scrappy Joe’s
Single Lift as well as the 100%
Raw West Virginia Powerlifting Open. Fox holds the record
in the state of Pennsylvania for
bench press in the Police, Fire
and Military division — a re-

“Competing without the aid of performance-enhancing
drugs is a reflection of
the integrity and character of the athlete.”
integrity and character of the
athlete.”
Over the past few years, Fox
has been no stranger to accolades and awards for his success in powerlifting. In 2012,
he was the champion of the
Anti-Drug Athletes United
100% Raw Central PA Open
for the 198 pound weight class.
This past year, Fox moved up
to the 220 pound weight class

cord he set earlier this year with
a total of 353 pounds.
Fox began competing in powerlifting competitions in May of
2011. At his first competition
he totaled 1,047 pounds after

FRISBEE
Because of Werner’s work, the
Frisbee program is able to run
smoothly.
Werner works with A.T. to
develop flyers and organize rosters and schedules. Josh has had
quite a bit of experience with
Frisbee, having played the sport
competitively all four years of
college. He currently plays with
Alpha Sigma in the A-league.
According to Toncic, Frisbee
is one of the most popular IM
sports at the College. On a couple occasions, Frisbee has even
beat out basketball as the most
popular IM sport on campus.
Unlike other schools, the
College offers IM Frisbee in
both the fall and spring semesters to ensure that students are
given plenty of opportunities to
play year-round.
“Ultimate is fascinating to
watch. Everyone at college

learns how to throw a Frisbee
and wants to learn new ways to
throw one,” experienced Frisbee
player and senior Sam Sites said.
“Ultimate is an enjoyable competition, a lot of fun and great
exercise.”
The game itself encourages
good sportsmanship and honesty. There are no referees, so
the players make the calls themselves. Even in a competitive
match, both sides try their best
to stay honest.
When students find themselves in need of a break from
long hours of stressful schoolwork, they can enjoy one of
America’s favorite pastimes. A
friendly environment combined
with an exceptional IM sports
program makes Grove City College an excellent environment
for playing Frisbee.

Support Your
Wolverines!
December 6-12
Men’s Basketball
Sat. 4 p.m. Bethany (A)
Wed. 8 p.m. Oberlin (H)
Women’s Basketball
Sat. 2 p.m. Bethany (A)

combining three of the core
lifts: bench press, deadlift and
squat. Currently Fox has a total
1,372.4 pounds when combin-

Men’s Swimming and Diving
Fri. – Sat. 6 p.m. / 9:30 a.m
Kenyon Invitational (A)

ing his core lifts, and he seeks to
achieve a raw total of 1,400 by
graduation in May.
At the rate of success he has
seen thus far, no goal seems too
far out of reach. Fox takes it one
set at a time.

Women’s Swimming and Diving
Fri. – Sat. 6 p.m. / 9:30 a.m
Kenyon Invitational (A)

