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Debates regarding the nature and effects of art in the forms of paintings and 

sculptures to books and music have become expected. Seldom however is a 

controversial piece of architecture disputed.  Yet much artistry and intention is 

invested even within the simple planning processes.  Just as other media, 

architecture is influenced by those philosophies prevalent to the day and 

sometimes pioneer movements. Many times these influences are lost upon us 

as we focus only on the more minute details, the big picture escaping our 

notice. But context is everything.  

In a city where there are no limits to dreams, this lost form of art can 

flourish uninhibited but not unnoticed. The vision of Dubai is imbedded in a 

constant forward and upward reach for the next and best thing. Just as the 

Bohemian villages of Paris Dubai has become the place for artisans to flock to 

build their colossal visions.  They may not be exactly the same, they may not 

agree with each other in aesthetic style or philosophy, but they are building the 

future of the world. Art influences. Architecture defines.  

Burj Al Arab

Facts:

-World's tallest 5 star hotel

-World's tallest structure with a 

Membrane facade.

- Considered to be the only 7-star hotel,

though not professionally recognized

-The building's external lighting 

schemes, from white light to a 

multicolored one, change from one to 

another every 30 minutes expressing the evening's progress

-Burj is Arabic for tower. means “Tower of the Arabs

- Architect Tom Wright explained that the client desired a structure that was and would 

always be synonymous with the country.  As fishing has always been an important trade, 

Burj Al Arab was built to resemble the sail of a dhow, a type of Arabian vessel

Modern Architecture 
• Characterized by a minimalist approach.  

• Response to the social transformations of 

the time in the Enlightenment and the Age of 

Reason and to the technological and 

engineering developments

• Questioning of traditional 

institutions rendered ostentation of the 

Baroque period inappropriate 

• Aesthetics of modern architects varied 

drastically.  

• Some aspired to produce an architecture expressing the sleekness and energy of a 

machine, 

• Others, rather than celebrating function in all forms of design, they preferred 

architecture that expressed the human emotion and vision, not a machine-like 

rationality. 

Postmodern
• “Wit, ornament and reference,” 

• Postmodernity also found its 

roots in reaction.  

• Response to sparseness and 

formality of modernity

• Reviling in the exuberance of 

technique, angles, and stylist references, finding beauty and fulfillment in the 

details. 

• Public had begun to dislike the glass, steal, iron, concrete – industrial monsters. 

• “Styles collide, form is adopted for its own sake, and new ways of viewing 

familiar styles and space abound.”   

• By embracing eclecticism, recognized the prevalence of pluralism

• Had no scruple employing the use of symbolism in architecture which is a very 

influential idea for today‟s artists. 

Burj Dubai

Philosophies/Description:

- Triple-lobed footprint of the building depicts 

an abstracted desert flower native to the region 

-When looking up at the lobes from near the 

base, the building's silhouette subtly references 

the onion domes of Islamic architecture.

-The building was rotated 120 degrees to allow 

for less stress from the prevailing winds

-The exterior shell is composed of reflective 

glazing with aluminum and textured stainless 

steel spandrel panels with vertical tubular fins 

of stainless steel and was designed to survive the 

extreme summer temperatures 

“The goal of Burj Dubai is to embody the world‟s highest aspirations…For those 

nearby, Burj Dubai is a shining accomplishment – tangible proof of Dubai‟s central 

role in a growing world.  For those standing in other global capitals, it is a shining 

symbol – an icon of the new Middle East: prosperous, dynamic, and 

successful…This success is based on reserves of human talent, ingenuity, and 

initiative.”  

Emaar Properties PJSC

Opus

Philosophies/Description:

- Not only will it be visually stunning, will also be a workable space, and a place that 

allows every occupant to experience a better quality working environment, using the 

very latest technological advances

-The Opus is a striking, fluid spatial building that refutes traditional definitions of office 

functionality.

-"The Opus project combines art and 

performance with form and functionality, 

the strategic location, stunning exterior 

and the extensive range of facilities make

the Opus project a strategic buy for 

potential investors who can expect 

considerable returns on their investment" 

said Mehdi Amjad, president and CEO 

of Omniyat Properties.

-Constructed of three separate towers, giving the building a feel of  hovering 

over the ground.  

-Will also appear as a singular unified whole, with a distinctive void.

- Interiors of void will be covered with a fully engineered curved glass curtain wall so 

that the reflection may cause one to peer into the void. 

Da Vinci Rotating Towers

-Each floor equipped to rotate independently

- The rotation speed will be between 60 minutes and 24 hours for one revolution

- Harnesses enough energy for itself and surrounding structures

- Wind wind turbine produces 0.3 megawatts of energy, and because Dubai receives 

approximately 4,000 wind hours annually, a total of 1,200,000 kilowatt-hour energy is 

produced.  

- Apartment roofs equipped with photovoltaic 

cells to capture the sun‟s rays.  

- Produces more energy than it consumes.  

Philosophies/Description

These buildings will be designed by all of us, 

at any given moment, and will be shaped 

according to our needs, our present concepts 

of design and quite importantly, our moods –

as an expression of freedom, beginning for the 

first time in history to control the shape of our 

homes and cities.

“We believe the best architecture comes from a synthesis of all the elements that separately 

comprise and inform the character of a building: the structure that holds it up; the services that 

allow it to function; its ecology; the quality of natural light; the symbolism of the form; the 

relationship of the building to the skyline or the streetscape; the way you move through or 

around it; and last but not least its ability to lift the spirits” 

Foster + Partners

“To achieve the height, I started focusing on an equilateral 

triangle form, which serves a few purposes. First of all, it 

distributes the structural load at its three farthest corners, 

which would give the stability that a high building needs. 

But beyond that, it is a form that is evocative of the Islamic 

culture: in the pattern of a triangle, the points represent the 

earth, the sun and the moon. And recurring circle elements 

in the tower, at the base and at the top, echo the circle of 

the „timeless whole‟, which means eternity in the Islamic 

context. So, very subtly, the Islamic culture is integrated.”  

Hazel W.S. Wong

“The mother of art is architecture.  Without architecture of our 

own, we have no soul of our own civilization.” – Frank Lloyd 

Wright“This building is like a book.  Its architecture is the binding, its text is in the glass and sculpture.” 

– Malcom Miller


