
Select Course Tips by the Chairs & Instructors of GCC! 
 
In companion with the Freshman Course Offerings Guide and the Course Description Guide, 
here are some select course tips and descriptions from the Chairs and instructors of GCC! 
 
Biblical Studies 
Huma 102 or Reli 211/212? 
All Freshmen are to take a Bible survey course as part of the Humanities CORE in the General Education 
requirement at Grove City College.  Most fulfill this requirement by taking either in the Fall semester of 
Freshman year or the Spring semester of Freshman year the one semester course HUMA 102—Biblical 
Revelation which is a one semester survey of the Old and New Testaments together.  Any Freshman who 
would like to have a deeper and fuller experience in terms of their General Education requirement in Biblical 
Studies, however, may take the two semester sequence RELI 211—Old Testament Literature and History 
which is taught in the Fall term and RELI 212—New Testament Literature and History which is taught in the 
Spring term together as a substitute for the one semester HUMA 102 class.  These two classes may be taken in 
either order but we suggest if possible taking the RELI 211—Old Testament Literature and History which is 
offered in the Fall term first. 

History 
Hist 283A- History of US to 1865.  
Was the United States founded as a Christian nation?  How should one best understand the Constitution and 
its framing?  When as the last time one of the country’s two major political parties imploded?  Was slavery the 
primary cause of the Civil War?  If you’ve often wondered about the answers to these questions, then HIST 
283 is for you!  No prerequisites – beyond an interest in the subject and a willingness to think critically. 

Music 
MUSI 100. BAND. Fall Semester: The college marching band begins its year with band camp one week before 
classes begin in the fall. The band performs at home football games, selected away football games, national 
parades, and other large-scale events. Spring Semester: The symphonic band performs all styles of concert 
literature and performs two concerts during the semester.  

MUSI 114. GROVE CITY COLLEGE WIND ENSEMBLE. The Wind Ensemble is a select group of instrumental music 
students. This 40 member ensemble performs music of an academic nature including contemporary, classical, 
and standard wind literature. Enrollment is open to students of all majors by audition. 

MUSI 114. GROVE CITY COLLEGE WIND ENSEMBLE. The Wind Ensemble is a select group of instrumental music 
students. This 45 member ensemble performs music of an academic nature including contemporary.  

MUSI 117. GROVE CITY COLLEGE JAZZ ENSEMBLE. The Jazz Ensemble is a highly advanced instrumental 
performing group. This group performs advanced Jazz literature that includes Swing, Bebop, Latin, Fusion, and 
other of the more modern styles of Jazz literature. Musicians are selected for this group by invitation and/or 
an audition process and typically required to have been in the Stage Band for at least one year. 
Improvisational and advanced computing skills are highly desirable for the membership of this ensemble. The 



Jazz Ensemble typically performs medium-advanced to very-advanced Jazz literature and performs two college 
concerts per year as well as off-campus events.  

MUSI 118. GROVE CITY COLLEGE STAGE BAND. The Stage Band is an advanced instrumental performing group. 
This group performs Jazz literature that focuses primarily on "classic" Jazz Swing (from the 30s and 40s) and 
Broadway-style, "Show Tune" literature. Musicians are selected for this group by an open-audition process 
that happens during the 1st and 2nd week of the 1st semester of each college calendar year. While 
improvisational skills are not necessary for the instrumentalists of this group, they are encouraged. The Stage 
Band typically performs medium to advanced Jazz literature and performs two college concerts per year.  

 

 

MUSI 102 (Orchestra) – The College Orchestra performs a repertoire of classical as well as modern music. The 
orchestra performs one concert during the fall semester and two during the spring semester. Seating auditions 
are held during the first week of the fall semester with new member auditions during the first week of the 
spring semester. Orchestra is open to any student from any major on campus and meets every Monday and 
Wednesday from 4:00-5:20 pm. Lab conflicts for science majors are handled on a case by case basis. 

MUSI 115 (Chamber Orchestra) – The Chamber Orchestra is a select group of string players and other select 
wind and percussion students who must audition to join. This ensemble performs more challenging works 
from the string and chamber repertoires. The group presents music in each orchestra concert and other 
selected performances during the academic year. Auditions are held during the first week of the Fall semester. 
Chamber Orchestra membership requires students to be in MUSI 102 and meets every Monday and 
Wednesday from 5:30-6:20 pm.  

Physics 
ASTR 206A – Introduction to Sky Motion and Planets. 
Have you ever looked up in the night sky and marveled at the multitude of stars in the heavens?  Have you 
ever wanted to use a telescope to peer into the vastness of space and gaze upon beautiful star clusters, 
nebulae, and galaxies?  Have you ever wondered what it would be like live on a planet orbiting another star?  
Well, you’re in luck!  The department of physics at Grove City College offers an introductory-astronomy course 
to all current and incoming students, regardless of major.  The course, entitled “Introduction to Sky Motions 
and Planets,” will present concepts related to the workings of the night sky, including the motions of stars, 
planets, and the Sun.  It will also expose you to the properties of the eight planets in our own Solar System, as 
well as the conditions on planets orbiting other stars.  The curriculum includes a night sky observing session 
held at the campus’ observatory and the opportunity to conduct your own astronomical research project!  
This class also counts toward our Astronomy minor. 

 

 
 
 


