
Are you interested in helping the men’s soccer program?
Here’s what you can do:
� If you are able to make it, we would love to see you at

Homecoming. For the soccer
team, this is the highlight of
the year. Each and every for-
mer member is welcome at
the Hall of Fame Game and
Induction ceremonies. Your
attendance means more than
you will ever know. If you can
make it, please call a former
teammate and see if he can
come as well. It is a great time
where we can unite, not just
as former players, but as mem-
bers of a family that has been
growing for almost 70 years.
� If you can’t make

Homecoming, try to come
see us play. While most of
our matches are in western
Pennsylvania, we do play the occasional match in the east-
ern part of the state. If you do come to a match, please try
to stay around after and say hello to the team.
� Send the team a note. Knowing that everyone’s geo-

graphical location and schedules do not allow them to get
to Homecoming or a match, sending a note of encourage-

ment to the team or a member that you can identify with
means an incredible amount. These notes of encourage-
ment go a long way and mean so much when they come

from former players and
people connected with the
team. Who has more knowl-
edge about the trials and dif-
ficulties of a long season
than those who have experi-
enced it firsthand?
� If you feel so inclined,

donate money to the
men’s soccer team. Over
the years, a countless num-
ber of you have been gen-
erous to the team.
Currently we are in the
midst of a field renovation
project, but we also have
expenses like Homecoming
and our spring season.
Donations of any amount

would be greatly appreciated. If you do decide to donate,
make your check payable to Grove City College – Men’s
Soccer Fund. In the memo, please designate you would
like your contribution to go to the “field project.” That
way we will know exactly how you would like your gift to
be used. 

How can I help?
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This fall marks the first year
that the Presidents’ Athletic
Conference champion will 
automatically receive a place in
the national playoffs. To prepare,
Grove City has one of its 
toughest non-conference sched-
ules in years.

The Wolverines will open the
2007 season with a scrimmage
against Division II opponent
Seton Hill on Aug. 25 at College
Field in Grove City. Penn State
Altoona and Carnegie Mellon
University were both Eastern

College Athletic Conference
qualifiers last season, with CMU
eventually winning the tourna-
ment.  Baldwin Wallace was
ranked in the top 25 teams

On March 3, 2007,
David Woodward tragi-
cally passed away from
heart failure.

Dave, a 1982 graduate
of the College, was a
member of the men’s
soccer team and is sur-
vived by his wife, Jane,
and children Anna Marie,
David, Jessica and Nikki. 

Please keep his family in
your thoughts and prayers.
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’82 alum dies 

On Oct. 6, 2007, the sev-
enth class will be inducted
into the Men’s Soccer Hall of
Fame. This year, three former
players will join the ranks.
William M. Buchanan Jr.,
who was at the College from
1962 to 1966, will be posthu-
mously inducted. A standout
midfielder and senior captain,
Buchanan was killed in a
tragic car accident in May
1966, a short time before
graduation. He was a member
of the 1962 and 1965 soccer
teams that both qualified for
the national playoffs. 

In addition to Buchanan,
Dr. Angelo Mariotti, a 1978
graduate, will be added to the
Hall of Fame. Mariotti,
Pittsburgh native, was a
member of the 1976
Wolverine team that finished

ranked No. 5 in the country.
That ranking is the highest
finish of any athletic team
fielded by Grove City
College.  

Joining Buchanan and
Mariotti will be Gary Tissue,
Class of 1980. Tissue, a team-

mate of Mariotti’s in 1976
and 1977, had a stellar career
and, in total, went 39-11-2
during his tenure with the
Wolverines. Both Mariotti
and Tissue were named

GARY TISSUE ’80, ABOVE LEFT, AND ANGELO
MARIOTTI ’78, WILL BE INDUCTED WITH THE
LATE WILLIAM BUCHANAN JR. ’66, RIGHT,
INTO THE SOCCER HALL OF FAME OCT. 6.

Meet the seniors 
and preview the 

2007 season 
schedule inside.

See HALL OF FAME, page 5

See SCHEDULE, page 2



CHAD ASHBY
Hometown: Highpoint, N.C.
Major:
Christian
Thought /
Mathematics
Position:
Midfield
Ashby truly
has a heart
for missions and embarked
on a two month mission trip
to Africa this summer. He is
a two-year letterwinner
coming off of a great year
at outside midfield.

TOMMY BRESSON
Hometown:
Portsmouth,
N.H.
Major:
History /
Secondary
Education
Position:
Center Back
A three-year letterwinner,
Bresson has played 64 

consecutive matches for
the Wolverines and has not
missed a start at any time
during his career. He spent
his summer conducting
soccer camps in Europe
and throughout the United
States. Bresson was voted
Second Team All-
Conference in 2006.

DUSTIN HEATH
Hometown:
South China,
Maine
Major:
History
Position:
Outside
Back
As a one-year letterwinner,
Heath was a large contribu-
tor to a five-game win
streak late in the season
last year that helped clinch
qualification for the ECAC
playoffs. He spent his sum-
mer doing an internship in
the Washington, D.C., area.

ELI LAMBORN
Hometown: Hollidaysburg, Pa.
Major:
Business
Management
Position:
Midfield /
Forward
As a three-
year letter-
winner, Lamborn has been
a spark plug for the
Wolverines. This year he
will move from his tradition-
al wing midfield position to
a new role as forward. 
Lamborn spent the first part
of the summer traveling
with family in Peru.

MICHAEL MANAHAN
Hometown:
Port Matilda,
Pa.
Major:
Mech-
anical
Engineering
/ Spanish

Position: Goalkeeper
As a two-year letterwinner,
Manahan earned 19
shutouts and a goals-
against average of 0.88 in
his two years as starting
keeper. He spent his sum-
mer doing work for a small
engineering firm near State
College, Pa. Manahan was
voted Second Team All-
Conference in 2006.

BARRY SNYDER 
Hometown: Hollidaysburg,
Pa.
Major:
History
Position:
Midfield
A three-year
letterwinner,
Snyder
started every match for the
Wolverines during the 2006
season. He spent part of
his summer traveling to
Nicaragua for a missionary
soccer tour.

Meet the seniors: Players gear up for 2007 season

nationally for much of the 2006 season. Probably the toughest match 
of the season will be away at Messiah. The Falcons have captured the
last three national championships and five of the last seven. The atmos-
phere at Messiah is usually quite electric, particularly for night games,
so it should be a great experience for the team. Hopefully, with quality
preparation, the Wolverines will be fully prepared for a run at the con-
ference title throughout late September and October.
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2007 Schedule 
Aug. 25 Seton Hill (scrimmage) H noon
Aug. 31 Penn State Altoona H 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 4 LaRoche A 4 p.m.
Sept. 7 Goucher (at Messiah) N 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 8 Messiah A 7 p.m.
Sept. 12 Pitt Bradford A 3 p.m.
Sept. 15 Lake Erie H 2:30 p.m.
Sept. 19 Penn State Behrend A 3 p.m.
Sept. 21 Baldwin Wallace H 4:30 p.m.
Sept. 25 Carnegie Mellon A 7:30 p.m.
Sept. 27 Franciscan University H 4 p.m.
Sept. 29 Bethany A 3 p.m.
Oct. 2 Waynesburg H 4 p.m.
Oct. 5 Saint Vincent H 4 p.m.
Oct. 6 Hall of Fame Game H 10:30 a.m.
Oct. 10 Thomas More A 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 16 Washington & Jefferson H 4 p.m.
Oct. 20 Westminster H 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 24 Geneva A 7 p.m.
Oct. 27 Thiel A 1 p.m.

Oct. 30 – Nov. 3    PAC tournament     TBA

Please be aware that schedules can always change.
Check www2.gcc.edu/sports/ for up-to-the-minute
changes.

BARRY SNYDER ’07 AND THE WOLVERINES FACE STIFF COMPETITION THIS SEASON.

Tough schedule awaits team
From page 1

Did you know that the Grove City
College men’s soccer team has had
only 12 losing seasons since 1938?
Did you know that there have been only
six head coaches? 

Did you know that the season-by-
season records and all-time records
against all opponents are listed on the
soccer Web site? Did you know that
you can get up-to-the-minute scores
and information about the Wolverines
online? 

Check us out on the Web at:
www.gcc.edu/sports.
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Quite a few soccer alumni have
worked their ways into the coaching
ranks over the years. During the 2006
Pennsylvania State Playoffs, three
alumni – Phil Sarver ’89, Sam
Coffman ’02 and Matt Sampogna ’01
– met in the AA semi-final match. 

Coffman, former captain and
Regional All-American for the
Wolverines, is the head coach at
Northeast High School near Erie, Pa.
He recently took over the helm from
longtime head coach Phil Sarver, a
standout defender in the late 1980s,
who now serves as Coffman’s top
assistant and goalkeeper coach. 

Sampogna resides in the Pittsburgh
area, where he serves as an assistant
coach for South Park High School.

South Park and Northeast met in
the western portion of the AA semi-
final match. After a hard fought regu-
lation and overtime, the game finished
tied 1-1. South Park moved on to the
state final by winning the penalty kick
shoot-out 6-5.

Sampogna’s team eventually went
on to win the state title with a 1-0
victory over Manheim Central.
Congratulations to all three coaches
for two incredible seasons! 

Alums meet in Pa.
high school playoffs

Omicron Delta Kappa Sportsman of
the Year in their respective senior
years.

The weekend’s festivities begin on
Friday, Oct. 5, 2007, when the
Wolverines take on the St. Vincent
Bearcats at 4 p.m. Then on Saturday,
Oct. 6, the annual Hall of Fame
Game starts at 10:30 a.m., followed by
a luncheon and induction ceremonies. 

Last year’s events saw 68 alumni and
former coaches participate. Hopefully
this year’s turnout will be even better!

If you played with an outstanding
teammate, please consider nominat-
ing him for the Soccer Hall of Fame. 

Nominations are easy! Simply go to
www.gcc.edu/sports, navigate to the
soccer page and click on the “Hall of
Fame Information” link for more infor-
mation. You can also send an e-mail
to soccer@gcc.edu, fax to (724) 458-
3855 or mail your nomination to Box
3074, 100 Campus Dr., Grove City,
PA 16127. 

Don’t delay; nominate someone
today for the Hall of Fame!

Three standouts named 
to ’07 Hall of Fame class
From page 1

Soccer Hall of Fame 
nominations sought 

The issue you currently hold in your
hand is the third in an ongoing series to
help you stay informed about Grove City
College Men’s Soccer. Future issues will
continue to preview seasons, provide
reviews and highlights, share information
about the Soccer Hall of Fame and
Homecoming, and simply keep you up-to-
date with everything that is going on with
the program. 

While this is great, it would be even
more special if we could add some things
about you, the alumni. Maybe you have a
suggestion for an article topic or would like
to contribute pictures or an article. The
possibilities are endless. If you have an idea,
feel free to contact Coach Dreves at (724)
458-2151 or mfdreves@gcc.edu.

Newsletter suggestions?

Did you know?

SENIOR TOMMY
BRESSON, NO.
5 AT LEFT, AND
JUNIOR JACK
ADAMS, NO. 19
BELOW LEFT,
WILL LOOK TO 
CONTINUE THE
WOLVERINES’ 
WINNING WAYS 
THIS SEASON. 



As the snow melts each
spring, the men’s soccer
team participates in the
NCAA-regulated nontradi-
tional practice season.
Members of the team partici-
pate in senior-led workouts
throughout late fall and win-
ter, but in the spring the team
gathers for 15 coach-led
practices. These practices
are held during a five-week
period. While the regulations
seem strict, they actually
allow the players to be true
student athletes. In addition,
with the normal poor weather
of western Pennsylvania
springs, 15 practices are
sometimes a stretch. 

Also allotted for during this
five-week period is one day
of competition. This day may
consist of a tournament or
single match, but it is limited
to an amount of time desig-
nated by the NCAA. This
year the Wolverines traveled
to Erie, Pa., to compete

against long time rival Penn
State Behrend and Division
II opponent Mercyhurst.
Grove City came up short
against Mercyhurst 1-0 in
the first match, but held
strong in a back-and-forth
match against Behrend to
earn a tie. With the loss of
five starters from the 2006
team, the matches in Erie
were a great time of learning
for many players. With sever-
al positions up for grabs,
Coach Dreves was able to
monitor the progress of
some players who will be
key to the team’s success
during the 2007 season.

If you have not seen a match at College
Field in several years, be careful – you
might not recognize things. Since 2001, the
soccer complex has undergone some dra-
matic changes. A new wider surface, irriga-
tion, drainage and a set of bleachers have
been added. At press time, another exciting
addition was in the works – a brick press
box and covered bench area. Thanks to the
donations of numerous alumni, construc-
tion of the building began in late April.
Completion is anticipated sometime this
summer. In conjunction with the press box
is a covered bench area that will incorpo-
rate retractable awnings, giving the home
and away sides optional coverage depend-
ing upon the weather. Also, a new public
address and audio system will be installed
along with the controls for the scoreboard.
An additional feature of the building will

be a viewing/videotaping area that can be
utilized by the home and away teams.
Hopefully, as funding for the field project
continues, more phases will be added soon.

If you have specific questions about the
field renovation project or would like to
donate, please contact Mike Dreves ’97 at
(724) 458-2151 or mfdreves@gcc.edu,
or Development Officer Brian

Powell ’03 at (724) 458-3865 or
bmpowell@gcc.edu. 
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Grove City College provides
excellent academics, a wonder-
ful Christian environment and
is a great value. In fact, it
almost sells itself. That being
said, it is still a challenging task
to find the right players to
continue the great tradition of
the Men’s Soccer Team. Each
and every year, almost 300
prospective students are con-
tacted during the recruiting
process. That number eventu-
ally gets reduced to some-
where around 25 freshmen
that will tryout for the team in
the fall.

Coach Dreves currently
receives personal contacts from
athletes and mass recruiting
emails from companies helping
prospective athletes. In addi-
tion, he attends club matches,
local high school games and
recruiting combines. This
process produces a great num-
ber of contacts with quality
players throughout the region.

Over the years, as the repu-
tation of the College has
grown, it has gone from being

a school made up of students
from the local region to one in
which students hail from across
the United States and the
globe. Just look at the make-up
of this year’s senior class (see
page 2). Yes, three players hail
from the State College area of
Pennsylvania, but the others
are from North Carolina,
Maine and New Hampshire.  

This is where you as alumni
can help. Many of you are
spread around the country and
still involved in the game in
some way. If you know of a
player from your area who is
of outstanding character, a
great student and an impressive
soccer player, feel free to con-
tact Coach Dreves. 

While all of you are proba-
bly great salesmen for the
College, due to the sub-
tleties of NCAA recruiting
rules, it would be best if
you did not talk with the
students directly. Simply let
Coach Dreves know your rec-
ommendation and he will do
the rest!

Press box highlights progress of field renovations 
Thanks to all of you who donated

during the 2006-2007 fiscal year. We
track our donations from July 1 to June
30 each year. Leading up to the June 
30 date, almost 120 soccer alumni had
contributed to the field renovation proj-
ect or men’s soccer fund. Each and
every donation is deeply appreciated 
and helps fund special events like our
Men’s Soccer Hall of Fame and spring
season. All the extra touches that we do
throughout the year are directly linked to
the generosity of the alumni. In addition,
the recent building projects and addi-
tions to the field have also been funded
by the alumni. THANKS SO MUCH!

THE PRESS BOX IS A WELCOME ADDITION TO 
COLLEGE FIELD’S RENOVATIONS.

Recruiting a non-stop processTeam has successful spring
season, thanks to alumni help

Our spring travel and
meals are completely 

covered by alumni 
donations. Without your

donations we could 
not have such great 

experiences each spring!

On June 9, more than 50 alumni 
gathered near Grove City to celebrate
the career of former head coach Don
Lyle. The day began in the early after-
noon at College Field. As the former
players arrived, they were greeted with
beautiful sunny skies and an addition to
the sidelines: the newly constructed
brick press box.

After a fair amount of catching up,
laughs and kicking around, the playing
portion of the day began. It was a great
turnout, as 28 players made the trip to
College Field. The group split into four
teams and played half field round robin.
After about an hour, new teams were
selected and small side games continued.
Play finished with a full-field scrimmage
that saw some great finishing. Some play
was excellent, some laughable, but over-
all the day was outstanding, particularly
because no one was injured. 

Later that evening, the group recon-
vened at Oakview Golf Club for the
dinner and roast. With the addition of
wives, family members, other alumni and
friends of Coach Lyle, the group grew to
more than 50. Following a buffet dinner,
the program got underway about 7:30
p.m. Serving as master of ceremonies
and organizer of the event was current
head coach Mike Dreves. As part of the
program, four soccer alumni – Andy
Shockey ’02, Mike Brediger ’97, Phil
Sarver ’89 and Angelo Mariotti ’78 –
shared stories and memories about
Coach Lyle. The topics varied from old
sayings and digs about Lyle’s verbose
nature to sentimental stories about what
Lyle had meant to those players. 

In between roasters, Dreves kept
things going with little inside stories and
several skits highlighting the lighter side
of playing for Coach Lyle. 

Also in attendance was David
Rathburn ’79, chair of the Board of
Trustees. Rathburn, a fraternity brother
of many soccer players and close friend
of Coach Lyle’s, took the time to share
some insight on the influence that Lyle
had on his life. 

Following Rathburn, Dreves presented
some prizes to various alumni. Jeff

Lyons, a 1996 graduate, won the
“Farthest Distance Traveled” Award as
he flew in from Texas for the event. The
“Newest Alumni” Award went to recent
graduates Bob McNees and Jonathan
Breese, both 2007 graduates. Winning
the “Most Seasoned” Award were Travis
Young and Bob Smith, who are both
members of the Class of 1959. In addi-
tion, Eric Freund and Dan Collins, both
of the Class of 1996, received awards for
their awesome play on the soccer field
that afternoon. 

To complete the award portion of the
program, Coach Lyle was presented with
a signed ball, a framed picture of the
1972 team along with the press release
from his hiring, and a photo book which
included pictures and rosters of each of
the 34 teams he coached from 1972-
2005. 

Coach Lyle accepted the awards and
briefly shared his thoughts about what
the program and players have meant to
him for the last 34 years. 

Overall, it was an outstanding day and
the camaraderie of the group demon-
strated the rich tradition of Grove City
College men’s soccer.

Alumni enjoy roasting former head coach Lyle

FROM LEFT, RETIRED HEAD COACH DR. DON LYLE CELEBRATES WITH HEAD COACH MIKE DREVES ’97
AND ANGELO MARIOTTI ’78 AT THE ROAST IN LYLE’S HONOR ON JUNE 9.
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Lyle’s Vital Stats 
Career: 1972-2005

Record: 277-206-37

Ranked No. 32 on the all-time
wins list for Division III coaches

Coached: 
- 1 NSCAA National All-American
- 20 NSCAA Regional All-
Americans

National playoff appearances:  
- 1976, finished fifth in the country
- 1980

ECAC appearances:
- 1995, semi-finalist
- 1996, champion
- 2001
- 2005, runner-up
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