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Grove City College will 
induct eight former standout 
athletes and coaches into 
its Athletic Hall of Fame on 
Feb. 7, 2009, in conjunction 
with Grove City’s basketball 
doubleheader against 
Thomas More College. 

Head coach John Barr 
(basketball/cross country), 
Ross Emerson ’57 (soccer), 
John “Dutch” Leonard ’59 
(basketball), Bill McGarry 
’66 (swimming and diving), 
Charles Purdue ’70 (wres-

tling/football), Jerry Smoyer 
’62 (football/track), Natalie 
(Sutyak ’83) Watkins (vol-
leyball/basketball) and tennis 
coach Patti Zbell Henry 
comprise the third class of 
Hall of Fame inductees.

Their inclusion will bring the 
total number of inductees in 
the Hall to 29.

Here are brief biographies 
on each inductee:

John Barr – Barr coached 
basketball and cross country 
from 1972-98 at Grove City. 

As basketball coach, he 
guided the Wolverines to 319 
wins and seven postseason 
berths. He coached 12 
1,000-point scorers and two 
Academic All-Americans. 

In cross country, he 
directed Grove City to 
17 total (eight men, nine 
women) Presidents’ Athletic 
Conference titles. The men’s 
team advanced to the NCAA 
Championships in both 1972 
and 1977 during his tenure. 

Please see HALL, page 3

Next Athletic Hall of Fame class selected

Grove City College senior center fielder Brian 
Moran earned First Team All-America honors 
from the American Baseball Coaches Associa-
tion and D3Baseball.com. Moran also earned an 
ABCA/Rawlings Division III Gold Glove for his 
defensive prowess in the outfield. 

He is the first Grove City baseball player to 
earn All-America honors since the College 
reinstated baseball in 1959. 

Moran led Grove City in nearly every offen-
sive category this season. He hit .454 this season 
and set new Grove City single-season records 
with 45 runs scored, 59 hits, 50 runs batted in, 34 
steals and 100 total bases. Moran clubbed eight 
home runs and slugged .769. He also produced a 
.559 on-base percentage.

Defensively, Moran did not commit an error in 
107 chances in center field. 

Moran led the Presidents’ Athletic Conference 
in batting average, on-base percentage, walks and 
stolen bases this year. 

Please see MORAN, page 6

Moran becomes 
1st All-American

Brian Moran ’08 is the first Grove City player to earn All-
America honors since baseball was reinstated in 1959.
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He earned Second Team 
All-PAC honors twice 
during his career and posted 
22 total shutouts. In 2005, 
Manahan recorded 13 wins, 
10 shutouts and a 0.83 
goals-against average as the 
Wolverines won their first-
ever outright PAC title. 
In 2007, Manahan earned 
team captain distinction. He 
started 17 of 18 matches in 
goal and picked up three 
shutouts. 

Manahan graduated with 
degrees in Spanish and 
mechanical engineering. 
He is a seven-time Dean’s 
List honoree and has been 
named to the conference’s 
Academic Honor Roll. 
Manahan also received the 
Presidential Scholarship. In 
September, Manahan earned 

the PAC SAAC Student-
Athlete of the Month award. 

Manahan is a member 
of ODK and is president 
of Grove City’s American 
Society of Mechanical 
Engineers chapter. He has 
also been inducted into the 
Sigma Xi research society. 

He also received the 
College’s Senior Man of the 
Year award at Recognition 
Convocation. It is the 
second time in the last three 
years that a Grove City 
athlete has earned Man of 
the Year and Sportsman of 
the Year in the same year. In 
2006, Mike Ritter earned 
both awards. 

Grove City first awarded 
its Sportsperson of the 
Year award in 1948. In 
1982, the College split the 
award into Sportsman and 
Sportswoman of the Year.

Men’s Swimming & Diving
The men’s swimming and 

diving team continued its 
winning ways. It earned its 
21st all-time conference 
title as the Wolverines won 
the Presidents’ Athletic  
Conference championship 
in conjunction with the 
Grove City Invitational. 

Women’s Swimming & 
Diving

Grove City finished second 
in the season-ending Grove 
City Invitational/PAC 
Championships, which is the 
Wolverines’ best finish since 
2000. 

Women’s Basketball
After accumulating just 

five wins in 2006-07, the 
Grove City College women’s 

basketball team made great 
strides this winter, finishing 
11-16 overall.

Grove City secured its first 
PAC Championship Tourna-
ment victory since 2004 when 
the Wolverines upset Bethany in 
the PAC quarterfinals, 71-68. 

Men’s Basketball
Led by the senior quartet 

of Joe Capotosta, Shawn 
Carr, Ryan Gerber and 
Bobby Turner, Grove City 
finished with a 17-11 
overall record. 

The team made its second 
consecutive trip to the 
Eastern College Athletic 
Conference Southern Cham-
pionship Tournament as the 
No. 7 seed, but lost to No. 
2-seeded Carnegie Mellon in 
the quarterfinals. 

Winter sports mark success
Quick Takes
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Welcome to ‘Varsity G’
We have just concluded the 2007-08 academic year. As you will read, we had 

very strong finishes from our sports teams this year. In the spring, men’s tennis 
won its 18th consecutive Presidents’ Athletic Conference championship. The 
men’s track and field team captured its fourth consecutive 
conference championship, while the baseball team won the 
conference championship and earned an automatic bid to the 
NCAA Championship Tournament. Our women’s water polo 
team participated in the Collegiate III National Championships 
and finished fifth.

In the winter, the men’s swimming and diving team won the 
PAC while the women took second. The men’s basketball team 
earned the No. 2 seed in the conference tournament and also 
qualified for the ECAC Tournament. In the All-Sports Trophy 
race, the men took second and the women finished third in a very competitive 
conference. 

We are pleased to announce our eight Hall of Fame Inductees for the Class of 
2009: Ross Emerson ’57 (men’s soccer), John “Dutch” Leonard ’59 (basketball), 
Jerry Smoyer ’62 (football /track), Bill McGarry ’66 (swimming), Charles Purdue 
’70 (football/wrestling), Natalie (Sutyak ’83) Watkins (volleyball/basketball), Patti 
Zbell Henry, (women’s tennis coach) and John Barr (men’s basketball/cross 
country coach). 

The induction ceremony will be held Feb. 7, 2009. If you are interested in at-
tending, please contact me at dllyle@gcc.edu. The cost is $20 per person, which 
includes the reception, dinner and induction ceremony.

We also will be introducing a new award this year – the Grove City College 
Athletic Heritage Award. This award will honor players, coaches, administrators 
and those individuals who have contributed to the inception and/or growth of our 
athletic program. The first recipients of the Heritage Award will be announced 
this summer. The Heritage Award will be presented on Feb. 7, 2009, at the 
annual Hall of Fame event.

As you will read, we are making a lot of changes and moving forward, trying 
to recognize those individuals who have distinguished themselves as athletes, 
coaches and supporters of our athletic program. 

We are continuing to develop our facilities. The baseball and softball fields will 
be receiving new dugouts this summer. This project is a continuation of our reno-
vations of the facilities. Numerous changes have also been made to the Physical 
Learning Center. New display cases have been added to the main hall for each 
team. The Hall of Fame is in its final stages of renovations as we are adding new 
trophy cases to display the Hall of Fame awards. We are also going to add air 
circulation to the display cases to aid in the preservation of the awards.

I would like to once again ask for any memorabilia you may have from your days 
as a Grove City College athlete. We recently received a 1962 letter jacket from 
Larry Armstrong ’63. The jacket has been framed and is on display in the build-
ing. If you would like to donate any memorabilia, we will place it on display in the 
building and recognize the donor.

I would like to thank you for your thoughtful directions throughout the year and 
for your continued support.

Best regards,
Donald L. Lyle, Ed.D.
Director of Athletics

Donald L. Lyle

After its athletic teams 
captured a league-best 
seven Presidents’ Athletic 
Conference titles in 2007-08, 
Grove City College posted 
strong finishes in the PAC All-
Sports Trophy races for men’s 
and women’s sports. 

On the men’s side, Grove 
City teams accumulated 51 
points to place second behind 
Washington & Jefferson. W&J 
recorded 56.5 total points 
to earn the Men’s All-Sports 
Trophy. 

Grove City’s women’s teams 
also secured 51 points, which 
trailed only Westminster (60) 
and W&J (58) in the eight-
team standings. 

Grove City’s men’s teams 
won conference titles in 
baseball, cross country, 
swimming and diving, tennis, 
and track and field. Grove 
City also won PAC titles in 
women’s cross country and 
women’s tennis. In 2006-07, 
Grove City won six total 
conference titles. 

W&J won five PAC titles in 
2007-08. W&J also received 
six decisive points for 
placing second in wrestling 
at the three-team PAC 
Championships. 

In men’s competition (seven 
eligible teams), first-place 
teams are worth seven points. 
The point scale declines 
incrementally until the last-
place team earns one point. 

In women’s competition 
(eight eligible teams), 
conference champions receive 
eight points. The point scale 
then declines incrementally 
until the eighth-place team 
earns one point.

Teams place well 
in All-Sports race
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Four cagers honored
Four 

basketball 
players earned 
All-Presidents’ 
Athletic 
Conference 
honors. 

Senior guard 
Shawn Carr earned First Team 
honors. The 6-foot-1 Carr aver-
aged a team-high 14.2 points 
and 5.3 rebounds per game this 
season. Carr 
also went over 
the 1,000-point 
mark this year, 
finishing 15th 
with 1,121 
career points. 

Junior guard 
Ryan Gibson 
earned honorable mention. He 
averaged 11.3 points per game 

and distributed 
a team-leading 
90 assists this 
year. The 6-2 
Gibson led 
the team with 
22 steals and 
in free throws 
made (92). 

Sophomore center Andy 
O’Keefe also earned honorable 
mention. At 6-7, O’Keefe led 
Grove City with a 55 percent 
field-goal 
percentage and 
22 blocks.

Freshman 
forward 
Christine Slater 
earned Second 
Team honors. 
She led the team in scoring 
(11.9) and rebounding (7.2). 

Shawn Carr

Ryan Gibson
Christine Slater

Andy O’Keefe

Grove City College 
softball players Abby Greiner 
and Rachael Risbon each 
earned College Sports 
Information Directors of 
America (CoSIDA)/ESPN 
The Magazine Academic All-
District II College Division 
honors from the region’s 
sports information directors.

It is the second career 
Academic All-District 
selection for both Greiner 
and Risbon. 

A senior catcher, Greiner 
hit .367 for Grove City this 
season. She played in all 38 
games, including 37 starts, 
and finished second on the 
team with 40 hits. Greiner 
clubbed 10 doubles and 
drove in 23 runs this year. 
Greiner also earned Second 
Team All-Presidents’ Athletic 
Conference honors following 
the season.

Greiner graduated with a 

bachelor’s degree in marketing 
management. She earned 
Dean’s List honors in each of 
her first seven semesters. She 
is a Presidential Scholarship 
recipient and has been named 
to the PAC Academic Honor 
Roll three times.

Greiner was president 
of the Operation Top 
Management business 
honorary and has also been 
inducted into the Pi Gamma 

Mu social science honorary 
along with the Delta Mu 
Delta business honorary. 
She was vice president of 
the College’s chapter of 
the American Marketing 
Association and the Grove 
City College Law Society.

Last year, Greiner earned 
Third Team Academic All-
District. 

Risbon moved back to 
the outfield in 2008 after 

playing primarily at second 
base in 2007. This season, 
Risbon started 37 games for 
the Wolverines and scored 17 
runs. She moved into the No. 
2 spot in the order during the 
second half of the season and 
helped the Wolverines close 
the season with nine wins in 
their last 11 games. 

Risbon is majoring in 
molecular biology. A three-year 
letterwinner, she is a five-time 
Dean’s List with Distinction 
honoree. She has twice 
earned PAC Academic Honor 
Roll distinction and is also a 
Presidential Scholarship recipient. 

Risbon is a member of 
the Omicron Delta Kappa 
leadership honorary and is 
president of the College’s 
Alpha Phi Omega service 
fraternity.

Risbon received Second 
Team Academic All-District as 
an infielder in 2007.

Greiner, Risbon earn Academic All-District

Abby Greiner ’08, left, and Rachael Risbon ’09 earned Academic All-District 
honors fom the College Sports Information Directors of America this season.

The Grove City College football team used a Lift-A-Thon to raise 
more than $1,000 for the Keystone Blind Association in March. In 
front is Grove City equipment manager Jim Richardson and Keystone 
Blind Association representative Sandy Myers. Middle row, left to 
right, seniors Stephen Mercer, Adam Eichler, Jake Siple, Matt Green, 
Mike Baker, Jerry Neilly and Bob Landsparger. Back row: seniors Bran-
don McHugh, Brian Mercer, Seth Lyon, Ryan Rylands, Zach Fulmer and 
David Salera.

Lifting for a cause
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Ross Emerson ’57 – Emerson
held Grove City’s men’s soccer career 
scoring record of 48 goals for 50 years. 
His 1.78 goals per game average is tops 
in program history. Emerson also scored 
a Grove City-record five goals against 
Indiana, Pa., in 1955.

He is also the only Grove City player 
to be part of two undefeated, untied 
teams (1952, 1956). 

John “Dutch” Leonard ’59 – As 
a senior, Leonard became the first 
1,000-point scorer in Grove City 
basketball history. His career scoring 
record of 1,013 points stood as the 
College record for three seasons.

Leonard set Grove City’s single-game 
scoring record with 41 points in one 
game. He also established a new 
program record by making 23 consecu-
tive free throws. 

Bill McGarry ’66 – A four-time 
NCAA College Division All-American 
in swimming, McGarry led Grove City 
to a 37-6 dual-meet record and four 
Penn-Ohio Championships team titles 
during his career.

McGarry earned All-America in 

the 200 and 400 individual medleys, 
the 1650 and the 400 medley relay 
during his sophomore season of 1964. 
McGarry could not participate in the 
NCAA Championships in his final two 
seasons due to College policy.

In 1985, McGarry became an inaugural 
member of the College’s Men’s Swimming 
and Diving Hall of Fame. 

Charles Purdue ’70 – Purdue 
compiled a 34-3-2 career record 
as a heavyweight wrestler for the 
Wolverines from 1966-70. He went 
16-0-2 during his final two seasons, 
including a 6-0 mark as a senior. He 
also went 9-1 as a freshman and 9-2 
as a sophomore. 

Purdue also started three seasons at 
defensive tackle for the football team. As 
a senior, he captained both the football 
and wrestling teams. 

Jerry Smoyer ’62 – A four-year 
letterwinner in both football and track, 
Smoyer posted 26 total victories in 
track over his final two seasons. He 
earned MVP of the West Penn Track 
and Field Championships as a junior 
and also tied the school record in the 
220-yard dash (21.8).

Smoyer also helped set school 

records in both the half-mile and mile 
relays during the 1961 season. 

Smoyer played halfback and defensive 
back for the football team and earned 
the Jim Cross Trophy as the MVP of the 
1960 Homecoming game. 

Natalie (Sutyak ’83) Watkins – In 
1982, Sutyak became the first All-
American in Grove City volleyball history. 
As a senior, she helped Grove City to its 
first NCAA Tournament berth. She also 
earned NCAA All-Regional Tournament 
honors after helping lead Grove City to 
two wins in the NCAA Tournament.

Sutyak also earned First Team 
All-WKC twice in volleyball. She 
also lettered in basketball during her 
athletic career. 

Patti Zbell Henry – In 16 seasons 
as Grove City College’s women’s tennis 
coach, Patti Zbell led the Wolverines to 
a 134-29-1 record and 12 conference 
titles (six WKC, six PAC).

Under her guidance, Grove City 
compiled a 90-2 record from 1979-85. 
She coached six undefeated teams and 
nine teams that won 10 or more matches.

Zbell earned Presidents’ Athletic 
Conference Coach of the Year honors four 
times (1988-91) before her retirement. 

2009 Hall of Fame class features athletes, coaches 

College inducts eight in 2008

Grove City College inducted 
its second class of honorees 
into the College’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame Feb. 16. Eight 
former athletic standouts and a 
distinguished multi-sport coach 
comprised the Class of 2008.

The College inducted Todd 

Alexander ’64, William “Skip” 
Arbuckle ’71, Jeff Cass ’89, 
Bob Crow ’83, Anne (Kister 
’88) Parker, Jim McElhaney 
’86, Chris Van De Mark ’82, 
coach Cliff Wettig and Carla 
(Wetzel ’82) Patarini into the 
Hall of Fame.

The Class of 2008 was inducted in February into the Athletic Hall of Fame.

Grove City College enshrined three former standouts into its Men’s 
Swimming and Diving Hall of Fame in 2008. From left, Keith Bennett ’85, 
Chuck Stadler ’65 and Dave McClintic ’65. Their inclusion brings the total 
number of Hall of Famers to 36.

Swimmers honored
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He ranked second in the conference 
in slugging percentage and earned the 
conference’s Most Valuable Player award. 
Moran earned First Team All-PAC and 
All-Mideast Region honors from the 
ABCA in both 2007 and 2008. He also 
earned an ABCA/Rawlings Mideast 
Region Gold Glove this season.

This spring, Moran helped lead Grove 
City to the PAC title and the Wolverines’ 
first-ever postseason appearance as Grove 
City advanced to the NCAA Champion-
ship Tournament. In two games at the 
New York Regional in Auburn, N.Y., 
Moran went 4 for 9 with four stolen bases. 

Moran finished as Grove City’s all-time 
career leader in batting average (.436) and 
stolen bases (63). He also had a .516 career 
on-base percentage and a .730 career 
slugging percentage. 

The Grove City College baseball 
program swept the Presidents’ Athletic 
Conference individual postseason awards 
after capturing the program’s third confer-
ence title this decade. Senior center fielder 
Brian Moran is the 2008 PAC Player of the 
Year while head coach Rob Skaricich is the 
PAC Coach of the Year.

Moran and senior catcher Ray Mertz 
both earned First Team All-PAC while 
junior shortstop Ben Wilson earned 
Second Team All-PAC from the league’s 
head coaches.

Moran also earned First Team All-Amer-
ica honors from the American Baseball 
Coaches Association and D3Baseball.com 
this spring. (See related story.)

Mertz earned All-PAC honors for the 
third straight season. He hit .377 this year 
for Grove City, including a team-best 12 
doubles. Mertz ranked second behind 
Moran on the squad in extra-base hits 
(14), runs batted in (39), hits (49) and 
total bases (67). A two-year team captain 

for the Wolverines, Mertz also threw out 
14 base-stealers in 39 attempts. 

Previously, Mertz earned First Team 
and Second Team All-PAC honors. 

Wilson received his first All-PAC cita-
tion after anchoring the Grove City infield 
at shortstop. A three-year starter in the 
infield for Grove City, Wilson batted .351 
for the Wolverines in 2008. His 10 doubles 
tied for second on the squad, as did his 
three home runs. 

Skaricich earned his 
fourth PAC Coach of 
the Year award after 
guiding Grove City to 
the conference title 
and the PAC’s first-ever 
automatic berth in the 
NCAA Championship 
Tournament. The Wolverines won the 
PAC title after entering the conference 
tournament as the No. 4 seed. Skaricich 
also directed Grove City to conference 
titles in 2001 and 2002. 

Baseball team sweeps PAC year-end awards

Grove City College freshman 
softball player Lauren Pennell 
earned Second Team All-
Central Region honors from 
the National Fastpitch Coaches 
Association (NFCA). 

Pennell earned Second Team 
All-Region at designated 
player after leading Grove City 
with a .417 batting average. 
Pennell set a new single-season 
Grove City record with 45 
hits. She also led the team 
with 63 total bases and a .583 
slugging percentage.

Pennell led the Presidents’ 
Athletic Conference with a 
school-record 18 doubles this 
year. She also ranked third in the 
conference in batting average 
and fourth in both slugging and 
on-base percentage. 

As a pitcher, Pennell set a 
new Grove City record with 
23 appearances this year. She 
tossed 17 complete games, 
including four shutouts. Her 22 

starts tied for the conference 
lead. Pennell finished the year 
with a 6-15 record and a 3.63 
earned run average. She struck 
out 82 batters in 133 innings.

Previously, Pennell, junior 
second baseman Amy Fisher and 
senior catcher Abby Greiner all 
earned Second Team All-PAC 

from the league’s head coaches.
Fisher hit .286 this year and 

drove in a Grove City-record 
36 runs. She finished second in 
the PAC with 36 runs batted 
in and also tied for seventh in 
the conference with a team-
leading 29 runs scored. Fisher 
belted 15 doubles, three triples 

and one home run this year. 
Her 58 total bases ranked 
eighth in the conference.

Fisher also earned Second 
Team All-PAC as a freshman 
in 2006.

Greiner finished ninth in 
the conference with a .367 
batting average this season. 
Her 40 hits this year are the 
third-most in program history. 
A four-year starter at catcher, 
Greiner collected 10 doubles 
and one home run this year. It 
is Greiner’s second consecutive 
All-PAC Second Team honor. 

Grove City finished the 
season 15-23 overall, including 
a 6-8 mark in PAC play. The 
Wolverines posted a five-
game improvement within the 
conference this season, along 
with a six-win improvement 
overall under second-year head 
coach Chelle Fuss. Grove City’s 
38 games played this year are 
the most in program history.

National awards for Moran

An impressive first season for Lauren Pennell ’11 earned her Second Team All-
Region recognition from the National Fastpitch Coaches Association.

Pennell earns regional softball honors

Rob Skaricich
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Three Grove City College 
spring sports teams captured 
Presidents’ Athletic Confer-
ence titles in 2008 while a 
fourth – the women’s water 
polo team – posted its best-
ever national finish.

Grove City’s men’s tennis, 
men’s track and field and 
baseball teams all won PAC 
titles. By winning the title, 
the baseball team received an 
automatic berth to the NCAA 
Championship Tournament. 
The baseball team is the first 
Grove City team to receive 
an automatic invitation to 
an NCAA Championship 
Tournament.

The women’s water polo 
team finished fifth at the Col-
legiate III National Cham-
pionships in New London, 
Conn., May 2-4. The team 
also recorded its first-ever 
winning season by going 
13-12 overall.

Baseball
After earning the fourth 

and final berth in the PAC 
Tournament, Grove City 
earned its third conference 
title this decade by posting 
three come-from-behind wins 
in the tournament.

Grove City earned a 7-3 
victory over top-seeded 
Thomas More May 9 in the 
semifinals. The next day, the 
Wolverines earned a pair 
of wins over Thiel – 4-3 
and 11-10 – to sew up the 
conference title.

Senior center fielder 
Brian Moran earned the 
PAC’s MVP award while 
head coach Rob Skaricich 
received conference Coach 
of the Year distinction.

Grove City made its 
first-ever appearance in the 
NCAA Tournament May 

14-15 in the New York 
Regional in Auburn, N.Y. 
The Wolverines earned the 
No. 8 seed in the double-
elimination tournament and 
opened the competition with 
a 10-1 setback against top-
seeded Cortland (N.Y.) State, 
the nation’s No. 2 squad.

In the consolation bracket, 
Grove City led 5-2 against 
Eastern Connecticut State 
before ECSU rallied for a 
10-5 win. ECSU made its 
29th NCAA Tournament 
appearance this season.

Men’s Track and Field
Grove City earned its 

fourth straight conference 
title April 26 at Washington & 
Jefferson College by nipping 
Thiel, 212½-205½, for the 
team title. 

The 
Wolverines 
trailed by 30 
points late 
in the meet 
but surged 
ahead 
after taking 
five of six 
scoring 
positions in the 5000. Grove 
City also placed three men 
in the top four of the discus 
– the final field event of the 
day – while eclipsing Thiel 
for the conference title. 

Senior Matt Kulinski set 
a new College record in 
the pole vault by clearing 
15 feet, ¼ inch at the PAC 
Championships. It is the first 
field record at Grove City to 
be broken since 1995, when 
Mike Van Grouw ’97 cleared 
15-0 in the pole vault. 

Men’s Tennis
Grove City produced eight 

of nine possible champions at 

the 2008 PAC Championships 
at the Pennbriar Club in Erie, 
Pa., April 18-19. Head coach 
Joe Walters earned his second 
straight PAC Coach of the 
Year award 
while junior 
John Moyer 
earned his 
first PAC 
Player of 
the Year 
citation.

Moyer 
won the 
PAC title at 
first singles. Grove City won 
all six singles crowns. Senior 
Chris Baker won his fourth 
straight PAC singles title and 
finished his career as an eight-
time conference champion.

Junior Jeremy Dwyer 
also earned two PAC titles, 
winning at fourth singles and 
third doubles.

Grove City finished the 
season with a 13-6 overall 
record, including nine wins by 
9-0 scores. 

Women’s Water Polo
Grove City went 3-2 at 

the season-ending Collegiate 
III National Championships 
May 2-4 at Connecticut 
College en route to a 
fifth-place finish. It is Grove 
City’s best-ever finish at the 
national 
tournament.

During 
the season, 
sophomore 
Kate
Stiebler tied 
a College 
record with 
53 goals. 
Her 2.12 
goals per match average is the 
highest single-season mark in 
program history. 

Stiebler earned First Team 
All-Western Division honors, 
becoming the first Grove 
City player to earn First Team 
all-conference or division in 
women’s water polo. 

Grove City went 4-3 in the 
CWPA Western Division this 
year and also earned a pair of 
victories over archrivals Slip-
pery Rock and Washington & 
Jefferson this season. 

Women’s Track and Field
Grove City took fourth 

at the Presidents’ Athletic 
Conference Champion-
ships with 90 team points. 
Junior Kristen Carter set 
new conference records in 
winning the 1500 and 5000 
April 26 at Washington & 
Jefferson College.

Freshman Kate Balmer set 
a new school record in the 
100-meter dash with a time 
of 12.51 seconds. 

Balmer, Mary Majchrowicz, 
Brittany Moore and Katie 
Rummel set a new school 
record in the 1600 relay May 
16 at the ECAC Champion-
ships with a time of 4:07.15. 

Softball
Grove City posted a five-

win improvement in the PAC 
this year as the Wolverines 
went 6-8 in the conference. 
The Wolverines also played 
a single-season record 38 
games and posted a 15-23 
mark overall.

Grove City players broke 
several individual program 
records in 2008. Freshman 
pitcher Lauren Pennell set 
new program records for 
hits (45), doubles (18) and 
pitching appearances (23) 
while earning All-Mideast 
Region honors. 

Please see next page

Spring sports wrap up seasons on high note 
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Grove City College junior 
sprinter Tim Whitbeck earned 
two NCAA All-America 
honors and established a new 
College record in the 50-yard 
freestyle at the NCAA 
Division III Men’s Swimming 
and Diving Championships in 
Oxford, Ohio, March 20-22.

Whitbeck is now an 
eight-time NCAA All-
American after posting 
top-10 finishes in both the 
50 and 100 freestyle.

He is now the fourth-most 
decorated athlete in Grove 
City men’s swimming and 
diving history with eight All-
America honors. He joins 
Caleb Courage (currently 
training for the Olympic Trials), 
Rick Durstein ’77 and Dave 
Tomashewski ’78.

Whitbeck also matched 
the eight NCAA All-America 
honors earned by his older 
sister, Peggy (Whitbeck ’04) 
Mahan, from 2001-04. 

Whitbeck now eight-time All-American

Tim Whitbeck ’09 joins his sister, 
Peggy (Whitbeck ’04) Mahan, as an 
eight-time NCAA All-American. 

Anderson, Manahan earn 
top sports honors for 2008

Grove City College selected senior multi-
sport athlete Brittany Anderson and senior 
men’s soccer player Michael Manahan as its 
2008 Omicron Delta Kappa/Mortar Board 
Sportswoman and Sportsman of the Year, 
respectively. 

Both student-athletes received their 
award during the College’s Recognition 
Convocation in Harbison Chapel as part of 
Parents’ Weekend. 

Anderson tied a Grove City record by 
earning 11 total varsity letters during her 
career as a student-athlete. Anderson earned 
four letters in both volleyball and basketball 
and three letters as a thrower for the track and 
field squad. 

As an outside hitter for the volleyball team, 
Anderson helped Grove City post back-to-
back 20-win seasons during her final two 
seasons. In 2007, she finished second on the 
team in total blocks with 94. 

Anderson also started in each of her final 
three seasons on the basketball court and 
finished her career with 98 blocked shots, the 
third-most in program history. This season, 
she averaged 7.5 points and 7.0 rebounds 
and helped the Wolverines advance to the 
Presidents’ Athletic Conference Tournament 
semifinals. 

As a thrower for the track and field team, 
Anderson helped Grove City to the 2005 PAC 
title. She also lettered as a junior and senior in 
track and field. 

Anderson graduated with a degree in 
biology/secondary education and has 
achieved Dean’s List with Distinction 
honors. She has also been named to the PAC 
Academic Honor Roll and received Grove 
City “Scholar Athlete” recognition. 

Anderson has also been inducted into the 
Beta Beta Beta biology honorary and the 
Kappa Delta Pi education honorary. She 
is president of the PAC Student-Athlete 
Advisory Committee and is also Grove City 
SAAC president. 

Manahan started each of the last three 
seasons in goal for the men’s soccer team 
and helped the Wolverines advance to the 
ECAC Championship Tournament in both 
2005 and 2006.

Please see HONORED, page 8

2008 Sportswoman and Sportsman of the Year Brittany 
Anderson and Michael Manahan pose with Dr. Don Lyle.
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Junior second baseman 
Amy Fisher drove in a 
Grove City-record 36 runs 
while freshman center 
fielder Brittany Young drew 
28 walks. 

Women’s Golf
Grove City capped the 

2008 season by taking third 
at the PAC Championships 
in West Middlesex, Pa., 
April 21-22 at Oak Tree 
Country Club.

Sophomore Renee Ward 
took fourth overall and 
earned First Team All-PAC 
honors. Freshman Corinne 
Seiling took ninth in the 
field and received Second 
Team All-PAC.

Grove City concluded 
the regular season April 
17 by winning the Saint 
Vincent Invitational in 
Latrobe, Pa.

Men’s Golf
A youth-laden Grove City 

squad placed fifth at the 
PAC Championships in West 
Middlesex, 
Pa., April 
21-22. 

Senior
Tyler Fitch 
tied for 
medalist
honors with 
a six-round 
score of 447 
and earned 
First Team All-PAC.

Grove City then concluded 
the 2008 season April 28 
by winning the McBride-
Behringer-Allen “MBA” 
Invitational at Grove City 
Country Club. Fitch earned 
medalist with a 75 while 
fellow senior Brady Randall 
carded a 76. 

Tyler Fitch ’08


